Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills1A 50450

Welcometo the House of the Lord

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 14/15, 2020 — 5:30 p.m./ 9:00 a.m.

INTRODUCTION
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming
day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul saysit will come like a thief in the
night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to
use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with

violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to
wel come the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved.

Amen.

Slenceis kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. Weforget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image
in one another. We areinfected by sin that divides your beloved community.

Open our heartsto your coming, open our eyesto seeyou in our neighbor,
open our handsto serveyour creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God' s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.

Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are
called to rgjoice!

Let uslivein the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear owr sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; ¢re - ate  in  us new hearts!



CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p.204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all  the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we mnow ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav'n a-bove;
Ho - 1y One in faith we name you, God most high, vet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we NIft high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save wus; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa -ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -forc you; here on carth our songs we raise.

Hear our praver; re - store, for-give us; in yvour prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and
you give us al that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
‘Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. “At that time | will search
Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people who rest complacently on
their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LorD will not do good, nor will he
do harm.” “Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they
shall not drink wine from them.

“The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day
of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. " That day will be a day of
wrath, aday of distress and anguish, aday of ruin and devastation, a day of
darkness and gloom, aday of clouds and thick darkness, *°a day of trumpet blast
and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the |ofty battlements.

1 will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind:;
because they have sinned against the LoRD, their blood shall be poured out like
dust, and their flesh like dung. ““Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to
save them on the day of the LoRD’ s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole
earth shall be consumed; for afull, aterrible end he will make of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanksbeto God.



SCRIPTURE SONG Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me ELW #767
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t Lord, take my hand and lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord. when the tem - pest ra -~ ges, 1 need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en and night has come,
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di - rect, pro - tect, and feed me from day to day.
for you, the Rock of A - ges, are al - ways near.
1 know that you will strength - en my steps toward home,
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With - out your grace and fa. - wvor 1 £go a - stray;
Close by your stide a - bid - ing, |1 fear no foe,
then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend!
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so  take my  hand, O Sav - ior, and  lead the way.
for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace 1 2o0.
So, take my  hand and  lead me un - to the end.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need
to have anything written to you. “For you yourselves know very well that the day
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. “When they say, “Thereis peace
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! “But you, beloved, are not
in darkness, for that day to surprise you like athief; “for you are al children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. °So then let

us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; ‘for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. “But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. “For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, ““who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. "' Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanksbeto God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.205
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Al - le-1u - ia! Lord and Sav -ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in  us;  speak un - ti} our hearts are stirred.
; ; .
! ¥ | | [\ | T 1 i |
| \j/ { z. ! ! L % I | — r ] E 1 E I 1A
Al - le-la - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news  that you bring.
GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““For it is as if aman, going on ajourney,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; ““to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. “The one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. *'In the same way, the one who had
the two talents made two more talents. *“But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. “After a
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. ““Then



the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five

more talents. “'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; HYMN OF THE DAY  God, Whose Giving KnowsNo Ending  ELW #678
you have been trustworthy in afew things, | will put you in charge of many 0 ,

things; enter into the joy of your master.” ““And the one with the two talents also oot Die ] e s S s e S

came forward, saying, ‘ Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have % * . ’ ' ’

1 God,whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, fromn vour rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing foward the  goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;

made two more talents.” “’His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in afew things, | will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” ““Then the one who had

received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were 9 — — : —
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not & “ﬁ‘r e L e ]
scatter seed; “’so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here ’ L e ] o d"‘“ N - _— f

; y 26 ; ; ‘ : na-ture’s won-der, Je -~ sus wis~dom, cost-ly cross, grave's shat - tered door,
you have what Isyours.” “'But his master replled, Y ou wicked and Iazy slave! all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
Y ou knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not ours to  use for home and kin-dred, and to spread the gos - pel word.
scatter? “'Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on
my return | would have received what was my own with interest. “°So take the 9. e e
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. *’For to all those who O e e e Z
have, mor_eW|II be given, and they W|_II have an abundagoce; butfrt_)m those who gifi-ed by you, we turn to you, of-fring up  our - selvesin praise:
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. " Asfor this worthless Now di - rect our dai-ly la-hor, lest we strive for self a - lone;
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing, as we heed Christ’sage-less call,
gnashing of teeth.”” A 1

AL 1T P le "F o o I e o s e
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Praiseto you, O Christ. thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do-mnor of our days.
bom with tal - ents, make us ser-vants fit  to  an - swer at vour throne.
heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-in ou by lov-in all.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostle’'s Creed
| believein God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

ELW p.105

| believein Jesus Christ, God’sonly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of thevirgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
herose again;

he ascended into heaven, heis seated at theright hand of the Father, and he
will cometo judge theliving and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of

God'’ s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By thefire
of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations,
and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for
the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where
exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especialy as international |eaders
forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O

God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Lord of al in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the
margins. Release our desire for control and open usto learn from the perspectives
of others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for al the saints at rest from
their labors. Rouse usto live by their example, that saints yet to come may also
know your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Receive our prayersin the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness,

generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your
very self and care for al that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign
and Servant.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Welift them to theLord.

L et us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It isright to give our thanksand praise.

(Pastor) Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and

bordered by death we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge.

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an
end to injustice and harm.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
brokeit, and gaveit to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; thisis my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gaveit for al to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
the sacrifice of hislife and death
and the victory of hisresurrection,
we await with all the saints
his loving redemption of our suffering world.
Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine
and on all who sharein the body and blood of your Son:
teach us your mercy and justice,
and make all things new in Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Thereis aplace for you at the banguet.
Come and feast at Jesus' table.




DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world s God'sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, lLord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered n ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to JOy oOr  sSOf - TOW Erown.
from  his field shall in that day all of-fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to  be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri - fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit- ful ears to store his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

PRAYER AFTER COMMMUNION

(Pastor) Lord Jesus, in this ssmple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the
journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us
glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.

Amen

INSTRUCTIONSFOR THOSE DISTRIBUTING THE SACRAMENT TO
OTHERS

PRAYER AT SENDING OF HOLY COMMUNION

O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who |eave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters
and brothers who are sheltering at home do to the pandemic are sick or
homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be
glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, -+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today
and always.

Amen.




SENDING SONG

On Our Way Regjoicing

ELW #537
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1 On our way re - joic - iag glad - ly let ws go.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we bring;
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Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our joy;
un - to God the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,
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who, if we be faith - ful, can ouwr hope de - stroy?
on  our way re joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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On  ow way re joic - ing; as we for - ward  move,
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hear-ken to  our  prais - es, O blest God of love!

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanksbeto God.

POSTLUDE

Altar Guild for November:
Pat Thorson

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Jean Rondeau

The radio broadcast this morning is sponsored by the members of Salem.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

Salem Office: 641.592.1771

Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915

Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com

Email: salem@wctatel.net
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