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Welcome to the House of the Lord

Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

-9:00am

November 12, 2023




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve
all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Pastor Judith Wozniak

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Dan Rice

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Tori Holtan, Mya Anderson
Liturgical Choir:

Communion Servers:

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg
Altar Guild for November: Margaret Okland & Sharon Johnson
Worship Coordinator: Becky Helgeson

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given In Honor and In Memory
of All Veterans From Faye Aamodt

Salem Contact Information:

Shannon Bruhns, Council President Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net Barb Kinseth, Custodian

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us
to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every
time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and
the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE Cindy Haugsdal

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(***Please stand as you are able.)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, in whose image we are made, who

claims us and calls us beloved. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are
called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation
of the world. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand ELW #441
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1 Oh, hap - py day when we shall stand a - mid the
2 Oh,  bless - ed day when Christ shall come and  show him -
3 Oh, what a might-y rush - ing flood of joy  and
4 0 Lord, your grace 1s ev - 'ry - thing; your love  has
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heav’n-ly throng; and sing with hosts from ev - ry land the
self  as Lord, and thou-sands meet in their new homewhich
love and peace will roll down o - ver us  with good and
made us  free to stand a- mong the saints and sing the
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new ce - les - tial song, the new ce - les - tial song.
Je - sus has pre - pared, which Je - sus has pre - pared.
bless - ed - ness and  grace, and bless - ed - ness and grace.
glo - ry that we  see, the glo - ry that we see.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of
others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)

WORD
FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24
18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lorp! Why do you want the day of the
LorD? It is darkness, not light; *°as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a
bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by
a snake. 2°Is not the day of the Lorp darkness, not light, and gloom with no
brightness in it?




211 hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not
accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look
upon. ZTake away from me the noise of your songs; | will not listen to the
melody of your harps. 2*But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 70

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the men.

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LorD, make haste to help me.
?L_et those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; let those who
take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back because of their
shame.

“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your
salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”

SBut as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. °For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. **For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 'Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 8Therefore encourage
one another with these words.



Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
(***Please stand as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.151
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Al - le Iu ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of e - tler -nal life. Al - ie - iu - ia.

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 1°And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. *Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.” *?But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’
13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON



(***Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW #244

1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu-1ias  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’'er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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The bride-groomis a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - mise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
n tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

(***Please be seated.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence



O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and
center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful
worship and send us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your
beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to all
people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless
citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans
of this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who
experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and
comfort any who are suffering this day (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill
our worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance
with joy and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and
now live in you (especially). Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all
who grieve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

(***Please stand as you are able.)

OFFERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186
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Cre-ate m me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right
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spir-it with-in me.,  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
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not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

OFFERING PRAYER

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather
these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may
feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be
glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, - Savior, and Spirit, be with you today
and always. Amen.

SE!\)IDING HYMN When Peace, like a River It Is Well with My Soul ELW #785
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let

3 He lives— oh, the  bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my

4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
0

l 7] )
G—r— STe = —F =
sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast

this blest as - sur - ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is  well, it 15 well with my soul

help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

Lord shall de - scend; e - ven S0 it s well with my soul
Refrain
n 1
/ | | . -
D - -—# o - - ! 7

«

It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.



DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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