
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

The Birthday of Martin Luther  
November 10, 2024 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Cindy Haugsdal 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes:  
Liturgical Choir:  
Communion Servers:  
Worship Coordinator: Willie Skellenger 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for November: Sharon Johnson, Margaret Okland 
 

 
The live stream broadcast is sponsored by The Bill & Linda Tweeten Family 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Salem Contact Information: 

Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Office Admin: Marci 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Custodian: Barb 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

Psalm 46 is a reminder that God is our refuge and strength and that our truest 

help comes through grace.  The verses of this psalm proclaim that God has power 

over everything from the storms that rage about us to the storms of worry and fret 

that rage within us.  The psalm proclaims the power of a God who can calm 

storms and makes wars to cease, a God before whom we can be still and trust.  

This psalm, Psalm 46, is the basis for Martin Luther’s great hymn, A Mighty 

Fortress Is Our God, which we will let preach to us this morning.  
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning 

and our end. Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 

we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. 

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us 

free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and 

generous lives for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, 

following in the servant way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the 

cross, swallowing up death forever. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in 

your salvation. 

Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN        Out of the Depths I Cry to You               ELW #600 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray 

O God, our refuge and our strength, who raised up your servant Martin Luther to 

reform and renew your church in the light of your word: Defend and purify the 

church in our own day and grant that, through faith, we may boldly proclaim the 

riches of your grace, which you have made known to us in Jesus Christ our 

Savior, who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 



(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                             Isaiah 5:6-12 
6 I will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 

overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain 

no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and 

the people of Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw 

bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry! 8 Woe to those who join house to house, 

who add field to field, until there is room for no one, and you are left to live alone 

in the midst of the land! 9 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: Surely 

many houses shall be desolate, large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, and a homer of seed shall 

yield a mere ephah. 11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning in pursuit of 

strong drink, who linger in the evening to be inflamed by wine, 12 whose feasts 

consist of lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine, but who do not regard the 

deeds of the LORD or see the work of his hands! 
 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                 Psalm 46 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we 

will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in 

the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of 

the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God 

will help it when the morning dawns. 

 
6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice; the earth 

melts. 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 



8 Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on 

the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow 

and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
 

10 “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted 

in the earth.” 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

SECOND READING                                                               Romans 5:1-2 
1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? WOV p.31 

 
 

GOSPEL                                      John 15:1-11 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

[Jesus said…] 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 

prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word 



that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does 

not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me and my words 

abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father 

is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the 

Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my 

joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
 

 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY            A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           ELW #504 

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the 

church, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the  

gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons,  

pastors, and lay leaders (local church leaders may be named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. 

Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in 

our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of 

war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the 

world to end conflicts (current places of war and conflict may be named) and 

pursue peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable 

or ill (especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed or underemployed, 

children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and uphold 

them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in 

our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack 

sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful ones  

who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you,  

inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all 

that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

OFFERING PRAYER --Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered 

yourself in love for the world, and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill 

us with your abundance, that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 

trusting in your name. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER--Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING--The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the 

Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen 



SENDING HYMN        Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word          ELW #517 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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