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Reformation Sunday
God’s Work Our Hands
October 31, 2021 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Special Music: Quilliano Anderson
Reader: Shannon Bruhns

Liturgical Choir: Open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for October:

Linda Helgeson & Gloria Kvale

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Special Music: Quilliano Anderson
Readers: Shannon Bruhns

Liturgical Choir: Al Skellenger, Bruce Adames,
Nancy Guttormson, Sue Myli
Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for October:

Linda Helgeson & Gloria Kvale

The radio broadcast is given in Honor of
Marlin & Marj Senne’s 60th Wedding Anniversary.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wectatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God'’s
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in
worship and mission.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
Loving God, here are my hands.
What do you want me to create or build today?

Who do you want me to serve?
May these hands help build your kingdom.

Join Us For.

Evangelical
Lutheran

Church in America
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GATHERING HYMN God’s Work Our Hands L ed by Quilliano Anderson
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1 God’s work., our hands work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - ‘ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who  will hear,
seed - lings are sprout - ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- 'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in  your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,

Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing the good news of your Gos - pel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC God’s Creation All Good Faith Formation Kids
Who Built the Ark

CHILDREN’S TIME Jesus and my Grandma Betsy’s Hands

BThen little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his
hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought
them; “*but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs." >And he laid his
hands on them and went on his way (Matthew 19:13-15).

Parents and sponsors are invited to join their children as they are presented with their bibles
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES
In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, parents, sponsors and the whole people of God
make sacred promises:

to live among God's faithful people,

bring our children to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in their hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture them in faith and prayer,

so that our children may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Parents, Sponsors and those gathered today, do you promise to renew these sacred
promises, to help our children grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

Parents will receive their child’s bibles to give to their child, as they place in their children’s
hands their bibles as the following blessing is shared.

Receive this Bible.

Hear God’s word with us.
Learn and tell its stories.
Discover its mysteries.
Honor its commandments.



Rejoice in its good news.
May God’s life-giving word
inspire you and make you wise.

WORD

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
*'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *’It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LORD. *’But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LoRD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. *’No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LorD; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 46
Today’s psalm will be spoken responsively beginning with the pulpit side

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

“though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.



“The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.

"The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
U«Be still, then, and know that | am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

""The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28
“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. “’For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

“'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, ““the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, “’since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; ““they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “’whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; “°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

*"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. “’For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage ELW #509
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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time shall last  your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a - tions.
GOSPEL John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

*'Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; ““and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” “*They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made
free’?”

“Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. “The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

0 1 ;
B ] | i |
L b1 f > > P P % i - > I I H I ! H
o—r—J — ——— — o e T3 E
] - 1 |4 I ¥ - - - .
! How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get-ful, we should find wyour yoke is hard to bear
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in  hin-dranc-es more sure;
4 In what vou give us, Lord, to do, to - geth-er or a - lone,
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whose joy - ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,
in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to you,
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that you are Lord of all and will not let us  fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our - ward life TC - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure  your pow'r to cleanse and cure.
the  cross you hung up - on, all  you en-deav - ored done.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices in prayer
for the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend relationships among
faith communities, both ecumenical and interfaith, that in faithful listening,
speech, and action, our hands work to bear fruit for the sake of all in need.

God of grace, we pray,

hear us when we call.
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For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places affected by
climate change, ecological devastation, and natural disasters. Prosper the work of
creation-care ministries locally and globally, that with our minds and hearts
opened, our hands work to lovingly care for the earth.

God of life, we pray,

hear us when we call.

For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders in paths of
honest service, that both their words and actions are carried out on behalf of those
whom they serve.

God of righteousness, we pray,

hear us when we call.

For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all who are wearied by
unemployment or lack of adequate food or housing, that we advocate for relief
and just policy. Bring healing to all who are sick through the skillful hands and
compassionate hearts of physicians, nurses, therapists and caregivers.

God of restoration, we pray,

hear us when we call.

For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks. Guide our
common life together so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish.
Teach us to listen attentively to our neighbors, that any new endeavors consider
those who may be left out or under served.

God of wisdom, we pray,

hear us when we call.

For your work in this worshiping community, we give thanks. Bless the service
projects of this day and throughout the year. Foster deeper connections among
those who serve and a spirit of accompaniment as we work alongside those in our
community. Strengthen our faith, that we trust God moving in and among us.
God of love, we pray,

hear us when we call.
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For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks. We remember
those who have died and are held forever in your loving hands. Hold us in your
presence now and always.

God of heaven and earth,

hear us when we call.

The pastor concludes the prayers

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus
and by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING Make Me a Channel of Your Peace Quilliano Anderson
Prayer of St. Francis

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole
earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs
of heaven and earth in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us.
Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, and
especially of those in need. Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, welcome the stranger,
care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
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SENDING

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION
A description of some of the service activities planned for the day and coming week are shared.

Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. Will you endeavor to
pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to
others, at morning and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit us your servants into the
one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon us in our commitment
to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen
us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to others;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, -+ one God, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN To Be Your Presence ELW #546
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3 To be your pres-ence is  our mis - sion blest, to speak for
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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church, re - joice,
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Call to Worship https://www.anewliturgy.com/no-5
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