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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.
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INTRODUCTION
Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from Leviticus. We
are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our neighbor
as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares the gospel with the
Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we have not
loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of forgiveness and to be
strengthened by word and meal to be signs of God’s love and mercy in the world.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(***Please stand as you are able.)

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, * Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete. Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.
For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen



GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW #504
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
(***Please be seated.)

Let us pray,

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By
your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all
our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES
The parents and sponsors are invited to join their children as they are presented with their
bibles

In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, parents, sponsors and the whole people of God
make sacred promises:

to live among God's faithful people,

bring our children to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in their hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture them in faith and prayer,

so that our children may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Parents, Sponsors and those gathered today, do you promise to renew these sacred
promises, to help our children grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

The parents will receive their child’s bibles to give to their child, as they place in their
children’s hands their bibles as the following blessing is shared.

Receive this Bible.

Hear God’s word with us.

Learn and tell its stories.

Discover its mysteries.

Honor its commandments.

Rejoice in its good news.

May God’s life-giving word inspire you and make you wise.



WORD

FIRST READING Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people
of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.
%Y ou shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or
defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. **You shall not go
around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of
your neighbor: | am the LORD.

17y ou shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. $3You shall not take vengeance or bear
a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:
| am the LORD.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 1
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered
in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
41t is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the
sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
YYou yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in
vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of
God in spite of great opposition. *For our appeal does not spring from deceit or



impure motives or trickery, “but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals,
but to please God who tests our hearts. °As you know and as God is our witness,
we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; ®nor did we seek
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, ‘though we might have
made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,
because you have become very dear to us.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
(***Please stand as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.151
S o
’ Al - ie - iu - ia. Lord, to wrllom shall we go?
P — f I il |
GRS SISt == H——F F—
You have the words of e - tler -nal life. Al - le - llu - ia
GOSPEL Matthew 22:34-46

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

3 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, *°and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
%6<“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” *’He said to him,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.” *¥This is the greatest and first commandment. **And a second
is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” “°0On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

“INow while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
question: *>“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “The son of David.” “*He said to them, “How is it then that David by the
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, “*‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?



®If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” “*No one was able to give
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)

SERMON

(***Please stand as you are able.)
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Luther’s Explanation to the Apostles’ Creed

The articles will be read by our Confirmation Students. At the end of each article the
congregation will respond: This is most certainly true.

The First Article: On Creation

| believe that God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me
and still preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason
and all mental faculties. In addition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes and
clothing, food and drink, house and farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock,
and all property—along with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and
life. God protects me against all danger and shields and preserves me from all
evil. And all this is done out of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy,
without any merit or worthiness of mine at all! For all of this | owe it to God to
thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most certainly true.



The Second Article: On Redemption

| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also a
true human being, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a
lost and condemned human being. He has purchased and freed me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his
holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He has done all
this in order that | may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve
him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from
the dead and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true.

The Third Article: On Being Made Holy

| believe that by my own understanding or strength | cannot believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through
the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true
faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian
church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.
Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—mine
and those of all believers. On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the
dead and will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most
certainly true.

(***Please be seated.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the

church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence

Holy God, you give the law that your people live by it and flourish. Write your
law on the hearts of all who bear your name, and teach us to love your
commandments, that we live as you intend. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you plant the earth and water it and bring forth a fruitful harvest. Send
favorable weather, just wages, and the bounty of your abundance to all who are
engaged in the labor of harvest. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Holy God, you watch over the ways of the righteous and judge your people with
fairness. Guide judges, courts, elected officials, and all those tasked with
upholding the law, inspiring them with your wisdom and zeal for justice. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you hold your people in love and surround them with your mercy.
Draw near to all who are in need (especially). Be their rest and comfort. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you call us to love one another as we love ourselves. Give us the will
and patience to love those who are difficult to love. Bless all the ministries of this
congregation through which we show love for our neighbors (especially). God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you have broken the chains of death and daily make all things new.
We give you thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther and all the
saints. We pray that your transformative spirit is at work in us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING



OFEERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186
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(***Please stand as you are able.)

OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the
table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The God of glory, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
in you, bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Rise, Shine, You People! ELW #665
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
4 YEAR OLDS

Cameron Breister, Emmy Brackey, Sterling Gonsalez, Charlotte Mosby, Daniel
Swanson, Cash Osheim, Emma Gulbvanson, Avaleigh Wacek, Clayton Helgeson

3RD GRADERS

Lilly Brackey, Knox Ritter, Cooper Helgeson, Jackson Gilbertson, Gracie Roder,
Daven Swanson
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