
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

October 26 – November 1 
 

God Be Merciful 

We may expect the religious insider to be blessed, the moral person to be right 

with God. But as is so often the case, Jesus’ parable for today sweeps away 

conventional expectations. Jesus surprises the disciples and us when he says it’s 

not the Pharisee but rather the tax collector, that morally suspect, second-class 

citizen, who goes home “justified,” right with God (Luke 18:14). Here is a strong 

reminder for those of us who are church “insiders.” We are sinners who beg for 

God’s mercy, utterly dependent on God’s forgiveness and love—not merely for 

ourselves but for all in God’s creation. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

Psalm 84:1-7 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

Psalm 84:1-7 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Jan and Kristopher Belica, Craig Benson, Courtney, 
Michael, Carter, Jackson, Vivian Bloomingdale, Arlys Brackey, Claire Brackey 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
26-Elijah Stene 
27-Bryce Budach 

27-Samantha Jamtgaard 
28-Emma Hoffman 

31-Cody Cox 
  1-Faith Cox 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you 
to sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Trunk or Treat: The Board of Youth will be hosting a Trunk or Treat Event 
4:00pm-5:30pm, on October 26. This is open to everyone—community wide. If 
you would like to host a trunk, make sure to come early and set up.  The more 
trunks the better!!  Please consider hosting a truck! If you would like to donate 
goodies/snack mix etc please leave them in the lounge by 3pm on Sun Oct 26. 
 

Lutheran World Relief Shipment:  On October 11th, we sent our relief shipment 
to First Lutheran in Albert Lea and on to the warehouse in Minneapolis.  Thanks 
to Don VanHove, Al Hagen and Steve Anderson and his pick-up our donations 
were delivered.  We sent 75 quilts, 22 baby care kits and 133 school kits (18 kits 
made by the congregation and the rest assembled by the conformation class) 
Thanks to all who contributed.  -Mission Quilters 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 10/19/25: $      2,115           Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 10/21/25: $ 148,024              70   
LAST YEAR: as of 10/21/24: $ 156,328 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $   - 8,304 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 9/30/25 is $70,890.81 
The total received as of 10/21/25 is $171,982. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


Live Stream Sponsorship: 2025 Dates available -- Oct 26, Nov 30, Dec 24. 
2026 Dates available: Jan 4, 18, 25, Feb 8, 15, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 3, 17, 
June 14, 28, July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 13, 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, 
Nov 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Dec 6, 24, 27.     Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 

 
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
October 7, 2025--6:30pm 

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with 
devotions – 1st John: 1-5. 

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud, 
Laura Gardner, Marci Prescott, Marilyn Hoffman.  Guests: Cindy and Craig 
Haugsdal. 

Guests were moved to beginning of meeting. Craig and Cindy Haugsdal were in 
attendance to address concerns they had regarding the last council meeting 
when Kari Osheim, Ashley Brackey and Chelsea Roder attended to discuss Life 
Wise and what the council is doing to attract more young families. 

Secretary’s Report presented by Marilyn Hoffman.  Minutes of the last meeting 
were reviewed. 
Communication and Correspondence:  

a. Marilyn noted there was a $50 anonymous donation;  
b. Food Shelf January to September 30 served 2,251 households and 6,130 

individuals. 
c. Marilyn attends LMAMA meetings and noted Asbury United Church is now 

hosting an additional Java for Jesus event similar to what is held monthly 
at the Swallow which has brought in up to 100 youth from the area. Bruce 
will make a contact to see if the Swallow will continue hosting and if not, 
could Salem be an alternate sight. 

Motion by Bruce, second by Mike to approve the minutes and communications. 

Treasurer’s Report: A written report was presented. 
Total Income for September 2025: $11,187.57 



Total Expenses for September 2025: $11,481.54 (Income less Expense - $293.97) 
Checking Account Balances: $149,739.96 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance: $70,890.81 
CD’s at MBT (9-30-25): $41,774.60 
CD at FTSB (9-30-25): $27,287.12 

Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura Gardner presented a written report: 
2025 YTD total offerings (9-3-25) $137,513 

Motion by Marci, second by Sue to approve the Treasurer’s and Financial 
Secretary’s reports. Carried. 

Board Reports: 

Board of Worship & Music (Mary Peterson) 
Board of Worship and Music met on September 23 2025. We discussed Pulpit 
Supply for the last 3 months of 2025. We also discussed upcoming events and 
the copyright guidelines for special music, etc. going forward. Our CCLI license 
for Copyright is in effect until 07/31/2026 as is our CCLI Streaming Plus License. 
Bruce added that Pastor Judy would prefer not preaching on Christmas Eve – 
Pastor Steve Smith has agreed to preach that service. 

Board of Life & Growth (Sue Langerud) 
We had a cookie/snack walk at Oakwood Park as part of the town’s Fall Festival 
– it was very well attended. We will help at the treat table for “Truck or Treat”. 
We have glow candles for the Christmas Carolers. The Sunday Fellowship treat 
suppliers has rapidly filled following a plea for help. We began the alphabet for 
prayer families/persons for Sunday. Sue added that confirmation students 
assembled 125 school kits and an additional 18 were assembled by Salem 
members plus 33 baby care kits and 75 quilts have been shipped., 

Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry: No Report 

Board of Property & Management (Mike Swenson) 
Mike noted an additional quote has been received for wind sails to cover a 
portion of the courtyard to provide shade – they are not rain-proof. Jaeger 
Associates, Inc. has shingled one steeple and is nearly done with the second 



steeple.  The bell has been removed and is in storage until a decision is made 
how and where to display it. Motion by Mike, second by Sue to proceed with 
ordering wind sails. Approved with one nay vote. 

Board of Youth & Education (Marci Prescott) 
Faith Formation is off to a great start. Third grade students started their Bible 
classes last week and kids are preparing to sing during worship on October 26. 
Also on October 26, we will be presenting the 3rd grade students with their new 
Bibles during worship. In the afternoon, we are hosting our annual community 
event – Trunk or Treat. We are asking for donations of goodies to be served 
during the event and asking for volunteers to host trunks. 

Pastor’s Report-OPEN 

Enduring Gift Fund – A written report was provided and is included at the end of 
the minutes. 

Old Business: 
Call Committee: Written report provided and presented by Bruce Adams  
Pastor Brackett continues work to complete the enhanced call video and Salem 
open call landing page in the NEIA Synod website. 

Motion by Laura, second by Bruce to approve the Board and Call Committee 
reports. 

New Business: 
A. Craig & Cindy Haugsdal – moved to beginning of meeting. 
B. New Members: Alexandria Kem, Connor Kem, Bexley Kem (Eleanor Kem not 

baptized yet). Motion by Laura, second by Marilyn to accept. Motion carried. 
C. Transfer/Statistical Adjusts: None 

Next Meeting—November 4, 2025 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Motion by Mike, second to Sue to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Marilyn Hoffman, Acting Recording Secretary 



Enduring Gift Fund  
   Previous Quarter                 This Quarter (End of Sept) 

1. Growth Account  $ 215,211          $ 215,957 
2. Income Account  $ 255,327          $ 262,386 

 
Cash Balance             $ 118,294  

            (includes CD that matured & will soon be reinvested) 
 
Money Market             $  74,888 
Available Funds             $  74,888 
Funds distributed  $  15,000          $        400 

 

Ascension Lutheran Church invites us to their fall “Time & Talent” bazaar on 
Saturday, November 1st, 8-11am.  There will be lefse, crafts, cookbooks, cards, 
bake sale, Rada Knives.  Proceeds from Bazaar sale and free will coffee benefit: 
Lutheran Disaster Fund, God Earth Village, Crossroads Campus Ministry-Mankato 
and Youth for Christ. (1101 Highway 69 S.  Albert Lea) 
 

Annual Fall Harvest Soup/Salad Luncheon: Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Manly IA has invited us to “All You Can Eat” Homemade Soups, Scrumptious 
Salads and Mouthwatering Pies. Free will donation. November 2nd; 10:30am-
1:00pm.  Carry outs available for pick up (454-2586) Bake Sale, Quilt Raffle and 
2--$50 door prizes (need NOT be present to win). Handicap accessible. 
 

Hymn Sing: We have been invited to a Hymn Sing “songs of promise and 
remembrance” 2:00pm on Sunday November 2nd at First United Methodist 
Church in Mason City IA (119 S. Georgia Ave) Freewill donations accepted.   
Una Vocis Choral Ensemble & N. Iowa American Guild of Organists 
 

Lutefisk Supper: Emmons Lutheran Church has invited us to their Lutefisk 
Supper on Wednesday, November 12th. Serving times are 11am, 12:30pm, 
5:30pm & 7pm.  Tickets can be purchased at MBT in Lake Mills.  Adults $25, 
Children (10/under) $10.  Menu: Lutefisk, Meatballs and Gravy, Corn, Sweet 
Pepper Coleslaw, Cranberry Relish, Lefse, Pastries.  



October 26; 4:00pm-5:30pm 
East Side of Salem 

 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 10/26 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
(Bible Sunday/Kids Sing) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
4:00pm-5:30pm Truck or Treat-East side of Salem 
 

MONDAY 10/27 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 10/29 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
 

SUNDAY 11/2 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Mon-Fri 10:00am-5:00pm  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead) 

 


