
INTRODUCTION
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in
worship and mission.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the one who fashions us, the one who
heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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Forgive our Sins as We Forgive ELW #605
Presider sings verse one; women sing verse two; men sing verse three; all join in singing
verse four

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in

the world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are
raised up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG God, Whose Almighty Word ELW #673

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 46
We will read the psalm responsively beginning with the women.
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3Though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation

of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the

break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth

melts
away.

7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has
brought

up on the earth;
9Behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow,

and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; will be exalted among the

nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.”

11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

Word of God, word of Life
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage ELW #509

GOSPEL John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made
free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”



The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW #793

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Luther’s Explanation to the Apostle’s Creed
The articles will be read by our Confirmation Students. At the end of each article the
congregation will respond: This is most certainly true.

The First Article: On Creation
I believe that God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me
and still preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason
and all mental faculties.
In addition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and
drink, house and farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock, and all property;
along with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and life. God protects
me against all danger and shields and preserves me from all evil. And all this is
done out of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness of mine at all! For all of this I owe it to God to thank and praise, serve
and obey him.
This is most certainly true.

The Second Article: On Redemption
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also a
true human being, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a
lost and condemned human being. He has purchased and freed me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his
holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He has done all
this in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve
him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from
the dead and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

The Third Article: On Being Made Holy
I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through
the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true
faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian
church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.



Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—mine
and those of all believers. On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the
dead and will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.
This is most certainly true.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the
church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it.
Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for
this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands
recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own
land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing
touch to those who are ill or affected by the hardships of COVID 19. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained
firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in
your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for
our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and
those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart O God ELW #186



OFFERING PRAYER
God of life,
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of
your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, and send us forth to set
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of
the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the

church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, less you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW #729

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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