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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Krishna Hanson

Liturgical Choir:

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Makenzie Budach

Ushers: Adam, Jen and Cora Sauer

Communion Servers: Brian, Krishna, Braylon, Kalen Hanson
Altar Guild for October: Linda Helgeson, Gloria Kvale
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Loving Memory of Ruth & Jim Tweeten
and Beatrice & Alfred Kohles from Bill & Linda Tweeten and family.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

joelguttormson@gmail.com Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
shelby@wctatel.net salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel
today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will
be blessed.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus

does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our
refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend. Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven ++ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life
in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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SPECIAL MUSIC Our God is an Awesome God! Faith Formation
CHILDREN’S TIME  Try, Try, Again (Luke 18:1-8) Whirl Story Bible p.334

CHILDREN’S DISMISSAL Cradling Children in His Arm ELW #444
We will sing the children’s blessing song twice as children return to their parents
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Keep them al - ways near to you as your sons and daugh-ters!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Together let us pray,

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear
our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek
your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31
*The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. **He took them and sent them
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. **Jacob was left alone; and
a man wrestled with him until daybreak. *When the man saw that he did not



prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put
out of joint as he wrestled with him. ?®Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” *’So he
said to him, “What is your name?”” And he said, “Jacob.” ®Then the man said,
“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God
and with humans, and have prevailed.” 2Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?”” And there he blessed
him. *°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life is preserved.” *'The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel,
limping because of his hip.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121
Refrain; will be sung before the reading of the psalm and after verses 4 & 8.
It will be sung one time through by the cantor or choir and again with the congregation.
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My help comes from the LORD, the mak- er of heav-en and earth.

"1 lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
’My help comes from the LoORD, the maker of heaven and earth.

“The Lorb will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;
Refrain:

"the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand:
“the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The Lorb will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
“The Lorb will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.
Refrain:
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SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it, ’and how from childhood you have known the sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
'°All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, *'so that everyone who belongs to
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

“*In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you:
“proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. *For the
time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
desires, “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.
°As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
carry out your ministry fully.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Sail ELW #512
We stand for the reading of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. “He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
had respect for people. °In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him
and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” “For a while he refused; but
later he said to himself, ‘“Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,
“yet because this widow keeps bothering me, 1 will grant her justice, so that she
may not wear me out by continually coming.”” *And the Lord said, “Listen to
what the unjust judge says. ‘And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? °I tell you, he
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW #742
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3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour- aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
Is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
We will be seated for the prayers.

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s

creation.
A brief silence.

For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and
equipped to share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in
proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



10

For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief
to flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to
be worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire
wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right.
Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar
city or country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients
without visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work, that
with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on
behalf of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, that we
remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word
and deed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The Pastor concludes the prayers
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING

GENEROSITY MOMENT Bishop Kevin Jones
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OFFERING PRAYER
Together let us pray,

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

PREPARING FOR THE TABLE
People of God, people of life. We gather as a holy communion, for a meal that
has been shared countless times, in countless places, and in countless ways.

The first time this meal was shared, Jesus was gathered around a table with a
ragged collection of people—outcasts, betrayers, the power-hungry, the fragile,
lonely, lost.

The first time this meal as celebrated, Jesus promised that it was for all time, that
whenever the bread was broken and the wine was poured, wherever the story was
told around a table, he would be there.

Today we remember the story as it’s been told a thousand times over; we eat the
bread , and we drink the wine, and we affirm that we all belong at this table and
that Jesus is here.

So if we come to this table angry,
let this bread and wine be our peace.

If we come to this table broken,
let this bread and wine be our grace.

If we come to this table betrayed,
let this bread and wine be our wholeness.

If we come to the table in despair,
let this bread and wine be our life.

For this is a holy table, with food to fill the hungry world and wine to quench
thirsty hearts. Thanks be to God.
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When Jesus ate with his friends, he took bread, and after blessing it, he broke it
and gave it to them saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Each
time you do this, remember me.”

Then he took the cup, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying:
“Drink. This cup poured out for you and for all people is the promise of God.
Whenever you drink it, remember me.”

We remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, our hope and our life. We break the
bread and share the one cup. Thanks be to God.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION SONG As the Grains of Wheat ELW #465
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Together let us pray,

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might
serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God, guide you always in faith,
hope, and love.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW #545
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I Lord, dis - miss us withyour bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o -ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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