Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
October 15, 2023 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Special Music: David Melby

Reader: Bruce Adams

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Tori Holtan, Katelyn Grothe

Liturgical Choir:

Communion Servers: Doug & Shannon Bruhns, Tori Holtan, Katelyn Grothe, Sondra Nelson
Ushers: Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, Margaret Okland
Altar Guild for October: Gloria Kvale, JoAnn Villa
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given by the Members of Salem

Special offering music is being performed by David Melby in loving memory of
Ardis Langfald from Ron Langfald. Today marks one year since Ardis passed
away peacefully surrounded by her loved ones. Dave is also performing “How
Great Thou Art” as today’s Sending Hymn. Please be seated during this time.

Salem Contact Information:

Shannon Bruhns, Council President Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net Barb Kinseth, Custodian

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe
away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table
before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and
we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting
for the abundant life of God.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(***Please stand as you are able.)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *FJesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known
and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for

us. In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ~ ELW #553
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I Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;

3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise, tri-umph o’er the shades of night;
joy-less 1s the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
fill me, ra- dian - cy di- vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in- ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide
us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S TIME



WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:1-9
10 Lorb, you are my God; I will exalt you, | will praise your name; for you have
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no
more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of
ruthless nations will fear you. *For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to
the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, >the noise of aliens like
heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the
ruthless was stilled.

®0n this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. "And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. °It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,
so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

'The Lorb! is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
>The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O LoRrbD, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.

“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; for
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint
my head with oil, and my cup is running over.



®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING Philippians 4:1-9
My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and
| ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.

“*Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
%Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
(***Please be seated.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.151
) u \ —
@#:ﬁ 2 - J D . | j =
J ' | |
Al -le - lu - a Lord, to whom shall we go?
9 B —— . — I ! -
VAW 'II'% | | I— | I | |= =I al i' lP '9 T~

— ]
=

You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - ia.



GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: >“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ®while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ °Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, ‘?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. 2*Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” **For many are called, but
few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON



(***Please stand as you are able.)

HYMN OF THE DAY Now We Join in Celebration ELW #462
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Now we join

in cel - e-bra-tion at
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho - ly
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly

our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,

rap - ture!

of God’s chil - dren,

PROFESSION OF FAITH
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen - dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of your liv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed us.

pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
fi - nal glo - ry.

seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - cy

till you come in

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ
share the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the
Lord. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world (local
natural areas may be named), that creation flourishes and humankind lives in
right relationship with all you have made. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they
govern in accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to
all in need, striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and
comforted and find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside
them. (We pray especially for.....). God of grace, hear our prayer.

For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the
love of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true,
honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy (especially
Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church), that their faithful witness guides
your church until the day we join them at your heavenly feast. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING On Eagles Wings

(***Please be seated.)

OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.
We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

David Melby

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

DISTRIBUTION

(***Please stand as you are able.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.

Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

SENDING

BLESSING
The God of glory, * Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
in you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

(***Please be seated)
SENDING HYMN How Great Thou Art David Melby

(***Please stand as you are able.)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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