
INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death
forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is
extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and
hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we
feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others
hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG Everywhere I Go
Everywhere I go on this road, high and low,
Where I go, I go with you.
So I won’t be afraid, this my hope, come what may,
Where I go, I go with you.
Where I go, I go with you.

There’s a Spirit I cannot contain.
There’s a Spirit I cannot contain.
The same power that raised Jesus up from the grave,
The same Spirit I cannot contain.

Everywhere I go on this road, high and low,
Where I go, I go with you.
So I won’t be afraid, this my hope, come what may,
Where I go, I go with you.

Ohh—oh, oh, ohh-oh-0h,
where I go, I go with you.
Ohh—oh, oh, ohh-oh-0h,
where I go, I go with you.
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Breath upon these bones,
Your fire in my soul.
Your kingdom is my home,
And I don’t walk alone.

Everywhere I go on this road, high and low,
Where I go, I go with you.
So I won’t be afraid, this my hope, come what may,
Where I go, I go with you.

Everywhere I go on this road, high and low,
Where I go, I go with you.
So I won’t be afraid, this my hope, come what may,
Where I go, I go with you.
Where I go, I go with you.
Where I go, I go with you.

Well we made it! We reached the end of the track traveling on the Rocky
Railway where we learned, Jesus’ power pulls us through. Life can be hard
sometimes and just like all the people we met in our bible stories, no matter
what happens, Jesus is there for you. When God asked Ananias to care for Saul,
he learned, Jesus’ power helps us do hard things. When Paul was called to
encourage others in a storm and a shipwreck, he learned, Jesus’ power gives us
hope. When Peter and John teach about Jesus and others try to stop them, they
learned, Jesus’ power helps us be bold. When Jesus was willing to die on the
cross and rose again, we learned, Jesus’ power lets us live forever. Today’s
story is about the early church. We hear about a community of believers who
became friends and followers of Jesus and the church was united and grew.
Let’s read our final story and find out how that happened.

BIBLE STORY Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35
They joined with the other believers in regular attendance at the apostles’

teaching sessions and at the Communion services and prayer meetings. A deep
sense of awe was on them all, and the apostles did many miracles. And all the
believers met together constantly and shared everything with each other, selling
their possessions and dividing with those in need. They worshiped together
regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups in homes for Communion,



and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness, praising God. The whole
city was favorable to them, and each day God added to them all who were being
saved.

All the believers were of one heart and mind, and no one felt that what he
owned was his own; everyone was sharing. And the apostles preached powerful
sermons about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and there was warm
fellowship among all the believers, and no poverty—for all who owned land or
houses sold them and brought the money to the apostles to give to others in
need.

In the fellowship and the breaking of the bread, singing songs and praising God,
caring for each other and sharing with others the church just grew and grew.
And that’s how it is even today. We gather, hear God’s word, share the Lord’s
supper, give thanks, give of our time and talents and we learn, Jesus’ power
helps us be good friends. Let’s meet out last bible memory buddy and learn
from Lawrence Elk how to be good friends.

BIBLE MEMORY BUDDY Let’s watch our video and meet -Lawrence Elk
Lawrence reminds to, “Love each other in the same way [God has] loved you.”
(John 15:12) It’s been a terrific train trek on the Rocky Railway! We’ve has so
much fun exploring Jesus’ power and love. Even though the ride his over and
our VBS is done, continue to look for Jesus’ power. It will be there to power you
through the hard times, giving you hope and courage! Let’s sing our final
sending song, In You Alone.

VBS SENDING SONG In You Alone
God of heaven and earth, you are amazing.
You hold me up with your hand,
you give me faith,
And I will put my hope in you alone,
In you alone. (repeat)

I will put my hope in you, Lord.
You alone are
Everything I need.

My hope is in you alone,
In you alone. (repeat 3 times)

God of heaven and earth, you are amazing.
You hold me up with your hand,
you give me faith,
And I will put my hope in you alone,
In you alone. (repeat)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 25:1-9
1O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no
more, it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a
shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the
ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was
stilled.



6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death
forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be
said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in
his salvation.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE SONG Come, Let Us Eat ELW #491

SECOND READING Phillippians 4:1-9
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,



will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.205

GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was

enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but
few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



SERMON HYMN Now We Join in Celebration ELW #462

PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed ELW p.105
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for
bishops, teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others to
your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your
creatures that are mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still
and running waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts
of diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate
conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and
peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill
especially those who continue to be affected by this global pandemic and all we
love and care for. Strengthen doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers
who see to their needs. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us how
you clothe all in your mercy. We pray for ministries that provide needed clothing



and other personal care assistance in this community, our clothes closet, food
pantry, the LMAMA and Good Shepherd assistance funds, our women’s group
who just prepared school and personal care kits. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the
heavenly banquet, comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at all
times. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been proclaimed this day
may enter into our hearts through your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit
of the Spirit for witness and service in the world and to the praise and honor of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

Mothering God, Father,☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the
way of truth and life.
Amen.



SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing ELW #537

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Altar Guild for October:
Linda Helgeson

Gloria Kvale

The radio broadcast this morning is given in memory of Taryn Budach’s birthday
on October 12th from Fred and Beth Nelson, Ryan and Jill Budach & family, and
Ron and Nicole Nelson & family.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Email: salem@wctatel.net
Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915
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