Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Ruth Sheldon

Liturgical Choir: Open

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for January:

Joan Kloster & Janet Swenson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Sondra Nelson

Liturgical Choir: Nancy Guttormson, Bruce Adams,
Al Skellenger, Willie Skellenger
Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for January:

Joan Kloster & Janet Swenson

The radio broadcast is given in Memory of Christopher Nyguard
from Judy & Wayne Nyguard.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
Today'’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our
adoption as God'’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company
of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . .. fire.” On
this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of
God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS

You may remain seated for the Thanksgiving for Baptism.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.



We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

All are invited to stand for the Gathering Hymn and Prayer of the Day.

GATHERING HYMN  This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now ELW #448
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I This is the Spir - it’s en - try now: the wa - ter and the word,
2 Thismir - a-cle of life re - born comes from the Lord of  breath;
3 Let wa-ter be  the sa-cred sign that we mustdie each day
4 Re-new-ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt  and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol- 'wers of his way.
that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



CHILDREN’S TIME Jesus Is Baptized Whirl Story Bible p.202

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 43:1-7
'But now thus says the LoRD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you
are mine. “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.

“For | am the LoRrD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt
as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. ‘Because you are
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, | give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.

°Do not fear, for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and
from the west | will gather you; °I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to
the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from
the end of the earth—'everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for
my glory, whom I formed and made.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG You Are Mine ELW #581
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You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. Be
shad-ows of the night, I will be your light.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and
I will call your name, em - brac -ing all your pain. Stand
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SECOND READING Acts 8:14-17
“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. *The two went down and prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit *°(for as yet the Spirit had not come
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).
"Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW #520
We stand for the hearing of the gospel as we sing verses one and three
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2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - 1y bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to you and
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dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the night,
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songs may please you, as with grate - ful hearts we praise you.

ecarth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we  greet you.
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GOSPEL Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, °John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. *"His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”

*'Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, ““and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Crashing Waters at Creation ELW #455
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I Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir - it's breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed on through,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-round the one {fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa - ter, nev-er end-ing, quench the thirst and flood the soul.
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first to  wit - ness day’s be - gin-ning from thebright-ness of night’s death.
wash-ing off the chains of bond-age— chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er newand ev-er old.
Well-spring,source of life e - ter-nal, drenchour dry-ness, make us whole.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas,
and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean
water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation
or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we
will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or
weakness. Comfort all who are in need.. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in
fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have
called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from
fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered as the pastor concludes the prayers.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. You name us and claim us and call us your own. As
we are washed and fed, send us now to carry your love to a hungry world, in the
name of Christ our light.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW #815
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DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world.

Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation
on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

POSTLUDE
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