SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 5 -11

A Light in Our Darkness
The longest night of the year has passed, but while the light is increasing, it

remains so incremental it appears as though the darkness outside is triumphing.
By the third day of January, the hangovers have arrived. Not just the self-
inflicted suffering of many on New Year’s Eve, but also the financial hangovers of
the irrational exuberance of Christmas. Only a few more days and the darkness
of January bills will be casting a pall over many homes. Add to all this the
darkness of illness and injury, sorrow and loss, and even in this season there is
plenty of pain and anxiety to go around.

Still, the promise of hope comes to us this day, not in the form of an infant as on
Christmas Eve but in the form of light. We celebrate the pure radiant light that
cuts through the darkness of this world and shines into shadow-filled lives. It is
the light that shines through the love broken and poured in bread and wine. It is
the light of the holy presence of Christ in times of confusion and despair. It is the
light of grace and truth shining into lives young and old, rich and poor, broken
and whole.

It is the light of Christ that sends people like John the Baptist into this world,
people who dedicate their lives to pointing others toward Jesus. Some days we
are privileged to play this role for others, reminding them of Jesus. Other days
we need John the Baptist to tell us the story one more time. We need people
like John to point our eyes toward the light, undiminished by time, so that we
can see clearly the promise of Jesus in our lives, our communities and our world.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Jeremiah 31:7-14 Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 147:12-20 Psalm 29
Ephesians 1:3-14 Acts 8:14-17
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Janet Chiu, Kathy Chose, Cory, Kallie, Tyler,
Morgan and Landyn Christian, Roger Christiansen

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

5-Jolie Rice 5-Hannah Evenson 7-Dakota White

5-Drake Abbey 5-Phyllis Moen 8-Emmett Helgeson
5-Kaci Osheim 10-Jill Budach

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST 2 WEEKS: 12/29/24: S 13,720 Last Weeks Attendance

YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/31/24: $ 209,668 78

LAST YEAR: as of 12/31/23: $ 205,101
DIFFERENCE YEARTO DATE: S 4,567

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: Total received as of
12/11/24 S 168,432 Total available balance as of 11/29/24
$61,409.32 All contributions towards this project are greatly
appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
in the memo when submitting your contribution. Thank you!

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Rosie June
Hengesteg, daughter of Bryan and Hannah Hengesteg. Rosie was baptized on
December 29, 2024. Her godparent is Molly Hunchis. Her grandparents are John
& Candee Hunchis and Donna & Mike Hengesteg.
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Salem’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will
be held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January
19th immediately after worship. Coffee and treats
will be provided following the meeting. Thirty
members must be in attendance to meet the
required quorum. There will be no Faith
Formation. In the event of weather, the Annual
Meeting would be held Sunday, January 26th.

Steeple Project Donations: If you would like a statement of giving for you 2024
Steeple Project donations, please call the Salem office and leave a message by
January 10th. Thank you!

New Devotionals have been placed in the Narthex, feel free to take one.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways-- Give through
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. Return forms to the
office. (Much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program

Weather Policy: Just a reminder that the weather may
not be as friendly this time of year as this snowman!
Should there be an emergency schedule change an
announcement will be made via the following: Salem
Lutheran Church Lake Mills Facebook page, KIOW Radio
107.3 (Forest City), KIMT TV Channel 3. Contact
Shannon Bruhns at 641-592-5978 / 641-590-1532

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, January 16; SAVE A LIFE
In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. Appointments

Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: ,/
LIFESERVE to 999-7777 or visit: GIVE B[lii)l)

lifesesrvebloodcenter.org
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ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE SERVICE

SUNDAY 1/5

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 1/6
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 1/8

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

12:00pm-4:00pm Fellowship Hall Reserved

Winnebago County Extension Private Pesticide Training
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

SUNDAY 1/12

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Jan 19, 26,
Feb 9, 16, 23, March 9, 16, 23, 30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6,
13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, Oct 5, 12, 19, 26,
Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28. Cost is $S40. Call: 641-592-1771

LIVE
STI&NG
Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...

Mon: 10am-2pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




