hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

el
I I |
ol ||
I mil |l
il 7l secondSunday After Christmas
‘ﬁfﬁ'ﬁﬁg,;“% LT January 5, 2024 - 9:00am

[t

£




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Service

Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Finn Ritter

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson

Communion Servers: Doug & Shannon Bruhns, Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson,
Dave & Mary Peterson

Liturgical Choir:

Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg
Altar Guild for January: Joan Kloster, Janet Swenson

Correction—Last Weeks Live Stream Broadcast was Given In
Honor of Dave & Mary Peterson’s Wedding Anniversary

This Weeks Live Stream Broadcast is Given In Honor of
Phyllis Moen’s 90" Birthday From Her Friends

Salem Contact Information:

Shannon Bruhns, Council President | Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Custodian: Barb
shelby@wctatel.net

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Office Admin: Marci salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us
In the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread
and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace
and truth.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(***Please stand as you are able.)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is
no room when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. We have overlooked the
shepherds, expecting good news in prettier packaging. Too often, we have
valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us from our ways to your ways.
Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps us bound, and
forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, -+ forgiven in Christ, and freed to
respond in joy. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Love Has Come ELW #292
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what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love!  Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love!  Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love!  Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift  of Christ-mas. Love!  Love! Praise to you, God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S TIME



WORD

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14
"Thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of
Israel.”

8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from
the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with
child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.

¥ With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for | have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

19Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a
flock.” ! For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands
too strong for him. 1 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and
they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and
the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a
watered garden, and they shall never languish again. ' Then shall the young
women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. | will
turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for
sorrow. 1 will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be
satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 147:12-20
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

12\Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,
Bwho has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children
within you.



14 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest
wheat.
15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly.

16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.
17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold?

18 The Lorb sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters
flow.
19 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.

20 The LorD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s
judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Ephesians1:3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. ® He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, ® to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. ” In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ® he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 1°as
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. ' In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, *2so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; * this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.



(***Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Magnificat ELW #236
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GOSPEL John 1:[1-9]10-18

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

[t In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
%in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. °® The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.]

19He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. ! He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 2 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, ** who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. '° (John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.’ ) 1 From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. ¥’ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth



came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who i1s close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)
SERMON

(***Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY He Came Down ELW #253
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He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy;  he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



(***Please be seated.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us
again and again your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your
love. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and
galaxies, awaken us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a
watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely companions. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver
peoples who suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust
leaders. Give wisdom to our elected officials (local leaders or governing bodies
may be named). God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our
siblings in Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety,
hopelessness, or other illness (especially). Grant us compassion in our care for
your people. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation
and its ministries in our witness to the good news of the incarnation (specific
ministry areas may be named). Transform the way we have always done things
into your new future for us. God of grace, receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those
who set their hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

(***Please be seated.)

OFFERING PRAYER

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which
you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of
creation to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

DISTRIBUTION

(***Please stand as you are able.)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Merciful God,
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good
news of great joy.
Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

The God of love, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine
your path, and increase your joy, today and always.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW #876
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Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry  to  the Lord on Iigh!”
Ser-vants striv-ing  for  the Lord, proph-ets bum-ing with the word,
Men and wom-en, voung and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav'nand carth, a - wake and sing, "Praise to  our al - might-y  king!”
those to whom the arts  be-long add their voic-es  to  the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in  this wor-ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow'rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir- cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-v  cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift  up vour voice; night and stars, in  God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,"The Lord 15 good and great!”
“Ho -ly. Ho -ly, Ho-ly One: glo-ry be to God a- lone!”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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