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Reflecting the Grace of God 

In sharp contrast to the image of Jacob, who wrestles with an angel and prevails, 

in today’s first reading the Lord redeems Jacob from hands too strong for him. 

Jacob does not always prevail. We too are reminded this day that it is not our 

own strength but God’s power that blesses, strengthens, fills, gives, and grants 

peace. God has the power to bring together and to scatter. God creates family 

not because we are God’s blood relatives but through adoption. In baptism we 

are claimed, redeemed, and forgiven. We receive wisdom and are lavished with 

grace. We are marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit. We receive an inheritance. 

Through God’s powerful gift, we are gathered up, become children of God, and 

receive grace upon grace. 

Receiving this gift of grace we are called to live as children of the light. In this 

holy calling we have John the Baptist as our guide. You can tell the story of Jesus 

leaving out all sorts of important details. In John’s gospel the shepherds, angels, 

and manger are all absent. But the gospel writers agree, you cannot tell the 

story of Jesus without John the Baptist. You simply must have the one who 

comes solely to point others to Jesus. This is our calling as well. We who are 

forgiven and redeemed, we who are claimed and called, are the ones who point 

to Jesus. We do this with our lives; we do this with our words. We point to Jesus 

when we feed the hungry, when we invite those we know and love to know the 

gift of grace we see in Jesus. We point to Jesus when we allow the holy light of 

the season to shine through all we do and all are. 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Duane & Judy Gudmonson, Carole Hagen, 
Michael, Tamara, Braylon and Kevin Hamilton, Delores Hanna, Douglas & Candy 
Hanna 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
5-Jolie Rice 
5-Drake Abbey 
5-Hannah Evenson 

5-Phyllis Moen 
5-Kaci Osheim 
6-Christopher Jamtgaard 

7-Dakota White 
8-Emmett Helgeson 
10-Jill Budach 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 12/28/25:  $     3,294      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 12/29/25: $ 198,450                                    48 
LAST YEAR: as of 12/29/24: $ 213,304               Christmas Eve Attendance 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $  -14,854                                   270 
 

Memorials Given In December 
Darold Kloster--$50—General Fund 
Myrna Langerud--$25—General Fund, $20—Cemetery Fund 
 

Taking Down The Greens: Volunteers are needed to help take down the greens 
on Wednesday, January 7 at 3:00pm. Please come and help if you are available. 
 

Receipt for Donations: If you would like a receipt for your 2025 donations (not 
regular offering) ie: capital project, please call the office and leave a message 
before January 16.  Regular offering receipts will be sent out by January 31. 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 

 
Annual Meeting is scheduled for 10:00am on Sun. Jan. 18 in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, January 15; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-
6:00pm. Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE 
to 999-7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
To kick off the year, every donor who gives blood during the month of January 
will be entered into a drawing to win a Peloton bike. 

 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 11/28/25 is $28,106 
The total received as of 12/29/25 is $173,177. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 

 
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

 
Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call 592-1771 
2026 Dates available: Jan 25, Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July 
12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.      

 
Salem Office: This week…Monday-Friday 11:00am-5:00pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure open 641-592-1771) 

 
Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills or visit website www.salemlakemills.com 
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AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 1/4 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor John Holt) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
MONDAY 1/5 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
TUESDAY 1/6 
3:00pm-5:00pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Lounge 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
WEDNESDAY 1/7 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
SUNDAY 1/11 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

 


