Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
January 31, 2021 - 9:00am

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Heather Mannes

Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: open

Ushers: open

Communion Servers:

Alter Guild for Jan: Joan Kloster and
Janet Swenson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Sondra Helson

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike lkefuama

Acolytes: open

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for Jan: Joan Kloster and Janet Swenson

The radio broadcast is given by Joan Olson in loving memory of her twin infant sons.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771

Marci Adeogun, Admin. Asst: 641.590.1182

Email: salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’ s works. For the church these are ways of
pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus' actions and words. We encounter that
authority in God’ s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TOWORSHIP

Reader 1. Come to worship this day. Bring with you all your joys and sorrows.
Jesuswill offer hope.

Reader 2. Come to worship this day believing in the power of God through Jesus
Christ.
Jesus will bring us healing.

Reader 3. Come to worship this day feeling the presence of God.
Jesus will teach us new waysto live.

AMEN.

Pastor: Open our hearts and spirits this day to hear the great good news of your
power and presence with all your people. Fill our hearts with rgoicing as the
words are proclaimed in song and story. Enliven us and remind us that you are
with us, through the pillar of fire, through the magnificent words of the prophets,
through the ministry and love of Jesus Christ.

AMEN.

GATHERING SONG Come Now isthe Time Vol. 2

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholenessto all that is
broken and speak truth to usin our confusion, that al creation will see and know
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20
[Moses said:] **The LorDp your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. **Thisis what you
requested of the LoRD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you
said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again seethis
great fire, | will die.” *Then the LorD replied to me: “They areright in what they
have said. *® will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own
people; | will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them
everything that | command. *>Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. °But any
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my
name aword that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall
die”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanksbeto God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG Dearest Jesus, as Your Word ELW #520
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songs may please you, as with grate - ful hearts we  praise YOu.
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SECOND READNG 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. ?Anyone who claims to
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; *but anyone who
loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “noidol in the

world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods
and many lords—°yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.

“It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as
food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being wesak, is defiled. & Food will
not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off
if we do. °But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. *°For if others see you, who possess knowledge,
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? *'So by your
knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. *“But when
you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it
isweak, you sin against Christ. “Therefore, if food is a cause of their faling, |
will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanksbeto God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #169
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Speak,O Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
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GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory toyou, O Lord.

21 Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.?They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2Just then there was
in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, **and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who
you are, the Holy One of God.” *But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and
come out of him!” ?°And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a
loud voice, came out of him. #They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What isthis? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Our Every Il ELW #612
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, All our hearts.
st wn-fold -ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ry broth -er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each heart.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believein one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believein one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For usand for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incar nate of the Holy Spirit and thevirgin Mary and became truly human.



For our sake hewas crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On thethird day herose again in accordance with the
scriptures; heascended into heaven and is seated at theright hand of the
Father. Hewill comeagain in glory to judge theliving and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son iswor shiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believein one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. Welook for theresurrection of the dead, and thelife of
theworld to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all peoplein need.

A brief silence.

For al who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the
world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its
ministries, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all God’sworksin creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and
farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that
exists, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the
well-being of civil society, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

10

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized,
those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are
hungry or homeless, and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and
home health aides, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from
worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in
this place and for other needs in our community, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the covenant God made with usin the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for
the baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, recelve these gifts as you receive us. like a mother receives her child, with
arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower usin faithful
service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving
grace.

Amen.
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LORD’'SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Jesus comes to us, offering healing and hope, speaking and acting with authority.
Listen to him. Go into this world, confident in God’ s love and healing power. Go
in peace and may God’s love and peace always be with you.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN | Will Follow Vol. 3

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be thelight of Christ.
Thanksbeto God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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