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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 29 - February 6

Called to Domestic Disturbance
Jesus reads from the scriptures and is the talk of the town. At first, Jesus
Is seen as the hometown boy made good. Then something changes. Is it
the mention of Jesus being the son of a local carpenter, Joseph? Does
Jesus sense that people are proud of his learning but less eager to
engage in his teachings? Is it that people’s expectations are raised—but
now Jesus tells them that “no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s
hometown”? Jesus angers the crowd and is driven to a cliff and probable
death. What does it mean for this hometown boy to create a domestic,
and more to the point, a holy disturbance? God’s vision is certainly a
challenge, and now Jesus, with the words of the prophets, is unleashing a
disturbance in the domestic, tamed, controlled ways of the world and its
powers. In the first lesson for today, Jeremiah recognizes the challenge of
speaking a prophetic word and questions whether he is too young to take
on God’s commission. Jesus steps into his role and finds challenge
among his home community and those who have known him his whole
life. In a strange twist, Jesus walks through this challenging crowd to
safety.

Today, echoing Jeremiah and the psalmist, we sense a call or mission,
even in the midst of dangers or among those who would do harm. Jesus
and Jeremiah become key illustrations and open conversation of how we
are formed, equipped, and called to live God’s agape love, even when
surrounded by challenges, obstacles, or hostility. Where is God calling
us? How must we confront our own or the community’s barriers? What
prophetic word are we being called to speak that might cause a holy
disturbance?



CELEBRATING GENEROSITY

During this time of social distancing, there are several ways to continue your giving.
-- By mail.

-- By “Simply Giving”- Sign up for weekly or monthly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to
get a form.

-- By PayPal- Go to our website home page (www.salemlakemills.com) and scroll to the
bottom left- there is a Donate button. Click on that and it will take you to a PayPal or
credit card donation page.

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 1/23/22 $1,582
YEAR-TO-DATE: 1/24/22 $9,940
LAST YEAR: as of 1/24/21 $16,797
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-6,857

THIS WEEKS TEXTS

Jeremiah 1:4-10

I appointed you a prophet to the nations

Psalm 71:1-6

From my mother’s womb you have been my strength. (Ps. 71:6)
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If | speak without love, | am a noisy gong

Luke 4:21-30

Jesus says a prophet is not accepted in his hometown

NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]

Isaiah says, Here am I; send me

Psalm 138

I will bow down toward your holy temple. (Ps. 138:2)
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

| am the least of the apostles

Luke 5:1-11

Jesus calls the disciples to fish for people
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Each week we will lift up five church families/members in prayer.
We ask that you also remember them in your daily prayers.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR:

Groe Family (Steven, Melissa, Lexi, Luke, Megan, Katelyn)
Joshua Grothe

Grothe Family (Kevin, Chrissy, Kray, Clair)

Grothe Family (Randy, Christi, Samuel, Katelyn)

Duane & Judy Gudmonson

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays
and we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

30-Hailey Borgmeyer 2-Andrea Belshan 3-Elizabeth Hill
30-Alyssa Hanna 3-Jordan Banwart 4-Chance Levine
30-Beau Honsey 3-Katie Olson 4-Hope Levine
1-Dwight Angel 3-Laura Jeppeson 5-Brynna Mannes
1-Richard Baird 3-Sara Knudtson

If you have an upcoming birthday and want it to be listed, please call the office
to make sure we have your birthday in our records. There are a lot of birthdays
missing in our computer system. 641.592.1771

Pastoral Visits: If you or someone you know would like a visit from Pastor Joel,
please call the office to make an appointment. 641.592.1771

Altar Guild & WELCA Memebers: Please check the Annual Report for changes to
the Altar Guild Calendar, WELCA Calendar and other WELCA information,
changes have been made for 2022.

Summer Camps: Reminder to sign up your children for summer camps before
the early bird deadlines! Check out the camp websites for more information.
This is such a great opportunity for our youth! In the past, the Enduring Gift
Committee has helped to pay the remaining balances, after parents make the
down payment. After you have registered your child and paid the deposit,
forward your receipt email from camp to the Salem office (Salem@wctatel.net)
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Weather Policy: Just a reminder that the weather may
not be as friendly this time of year as this snowman!
Should there be an emergency schedule change an
announcement will be made via the following:

--Salem Lutheran Church, Lake Mills Facebook page
--KIOW Radio 107.3 (Forest City)

--KIMT TV Channel 3

Contact Shannon Bruhns at 641-592-5978 / 641-590-1532

Valentines for Veterans: You can help make a Veterans Day. Make a Valentines
card or cards and drop them off or mail your card or cards so they reach KCMR
Radio 316 North Federal. Mason City, la 50401 by Thursday, February 10th.
KCMR radio will deliver those Valentine cards on Monday so the VA nurses can
take a valentines card to home bound vets. Veterans who visit the VA Clinic on
Valentines Day will also be given Valentines cards. And if we receive enough
Veterans who come in the rest of the week will also get a Valentines card.

Blood Drive Results: Total Donors: 47, Lives Saved: 153, First Time Donors: 3

Collections: The Board of Life & Growth collects used stamps, pop tabs, eye
glasses and receipts from David’s Marketplace. The WELCA group receives 1
tenth of 1% of all receipts collected. This can really add up and help. They ask
that receipts do not get rolled up. Collection baskets are in the Narthex.

Volunteers Needed: The Board of Worship and Music is looking for volunteers.
If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read, sing in the liturgical choir or would like
to learn how to help with sound, monitors or live stream, please sign-up in the
Narthex.




Suggested Best Practices for Salem Members

As we continue to experience community spread of Covid-19 and we enter flu
season please keep in mind the following recommendations and best practices
to protect yourself and others while worshipping here at Salem:

Monitor your own health — If you are not feeling well or have had a
possible exposure to Covid-19, please stay home.

Wash your hands often; hand sanitizer is available at the west entry doors
and in the Narthex. Sharing the peace without contact is preferred and
safer for all.

Cover coughs and sneezes.

Masking is optional for those who have been vaccinated. Masking is
strongly recommended for those not vaccinated. Show respect for all
members who choose to wear a mask. Masks are available at the west
entry doors and in the Narthex.

Maintaining distance between yourself and people who don’t live in your
household provides you better protection from those without symptoms
that could spread the virus.

[ ve My Church



Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes, Thursday, January 13, 2022 — 6:30 pm
President Shannon Bruhns called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Members present: Drake Abbey, Marci Adeogun, Shannon Bruhns, Sue Langerud,
Heather Mannes, Sondra Nelson, Al Skellenger, Pastor Joel Guttormson and Cindy
Haugsdal.

Member absent: Scott Hagenson
Pastor Joel led us in devotions and prayer.

Secretary’s Report: December Minutes were available for review. There were no
additions or corrections.

Marci moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sondra. All approved.
Communication and correspondence — A donation to Salem was received from Roger
and Dorothy Fjelstad for $1000. Salem has been invited to renew membership in the
Lake Mills Chamber Development Corporation for a fee of $85. Sondra moved to
renew our membership, seconded by Drake. All approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Drake provided a written and verbal report.

Total income for December 2021 $39,039.75

Total Expenses for December 2021 $80,140.94 (Income less expense -$41,101.19) This

amount includes noncash adjustments approved by council at the December meeting.
Actual income less expense was $16,305.47

Checking account balance (12/31/2021) $56,305.39

Building Fund balance — This account has been closed and the remaining funds
(5181.36) were transferred to building upgrade/renovation.

CD’s at FTSB (12/31/2021) Reserves $26,014.17/Ness Estate $10,614.41

CD at MBT (12/31/2021) Ness Estate $52,176.00

Financial Secretary’s report: Sondra provided a written and verbal report

2021 YTD total offerings (12/26/2021) $241,149 (Due software/computer issues
encountered on 12/31/2021 additional offerings in 2021 were not recorded in this
amount but will be included in year-end giving statements.)

2020 YTD total offerings (12/29/2020) $249,276

Sondra provided a Contribution Fund Total Analysis report 2020-2021. This report
shows total monthly contributions, and further indicates pledged vs. unpledged giving.



Sue moved to accept treasurer and financial reports, seconded by Heather. All
approved.

Board Reports

Board of Worship and Music: Heather provided a verbal report. The new computer
for worship has arrived and Brad will be loading programs and getting it ready for
worship. Pastor Steve Smith will be leading worship on Sat/Sun 3/19-20/2022 and
Sondra will lead worship on Sat/Sun 3/26-27/2022 while Pastor Joel is on the DC trip.
Shannon thanked Heather for her service as chair of the Board of Worship and Music
for the last 2 years.

Board of Life & Growth: Sue provided a written/verbal report. Christmas decorations
scheduled to come down on Saturday, 1/15/2022. A meal and opportunity for
fellowship will be served following the annual meeting thanks to Thrivent funds.
Planning for Lent is the next priority.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: Al reported that the Board is meeting on
1/19/2022.

Board of Property and Management: Scott was absent. Update on facility issues
presented by Shannon. See immediate facility needs in new business.

Board of Youth: Jen and Marci provided a written report. Marci led discussion of
items in the report that included: No meeting since December activities. Board is
meeting next week and will be discussing Easter, Confirmation, and the remaining
calendar for Faith Formation.

Pastor Report — Complete Pastor reports are available for review in the church office.

Lead Pastor’s Report: Pastor Joel shared a written report that included Pastoral acts in
November and accounting for vacation and continuing education days/Sundays used
and planned. Additional topics in his report included:

e Pastor Joel reflected on his preparation for the annual meeting and his personal
annual Pastor’s report. Key thoughts included a review of Salem’s Mission and
Vision statement development process and where that is today, and the
continuing resolution voted on at the last 3 annual meetings to update our
constitution so that we are aligned with the ELCA model constitution. He ended
his report with the question “what have we done, and what has been left
undone.
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Pastor Joel is working with the Board of Life and Growth on a New and renewing
membership program.

Pastor Joel is working on scheduling the confirmation retreat at Riverside on 4/2
—4/3/2022.

Covid Guidelines and recommendations noted each week in the bulletin were
discussed and will remain in place considering the current increased community
spread of Covid.

Sue moved to approve board/pastor reports, seconded by Sondra. All approved.

Old Business:

A.

2022 Budget Review — Drake presented the proposed budget worksheet for
2022. Discussion followed. Sondra moved to accept the proposed 2022 budget
to present at the annual meeting for congregational approval, seconded by
Heather. All approved.

Annual Meeting — reviewed the plans for setup and protocol for the annual
meeting on January 23, 2022 at 10:00 am following the Sunday service.

New Business:

A.
B.

0

E.

Unauthorized visitor — Current management plan was discussed.
Immediate Facility Needs — Recent unexpected facility expenses include
replacement of the accounting computer after hard drive crashed/technology
assistance to recover data; Clean up and repair damage after a water pipe
ruptured in the office areas.
New members — none
Transfers/statistical adjustments
a. Susi, Ciera and Emma Askildson request removal from the membership
list. Sue moved to remove them from our membership list as requested,
seconded by Marci. All approved.
Next meeting Thursday, February 10, 2022 at 6:30 pm

Al moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Heather. All approved.

The meeting was adjourned.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cindy Haugsdal



Radio Sponsorship: Reserve your special date to sponsor an 8:30am
radio broadcast. The service is heard on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in
Forest City and on cable channel 2.

Radio sponsorship costs $83. Call the office to reserve your date. 641.592.1771
(Live Internet Broadcast Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday)

2022 RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:

Feb. 10, March 13, March 27, May 1, May 8, June 12, July 17, July 24, July 31,
Aug. 7, Aug. 14, Aug. 21, Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Oct. 23, Oct. 30, Nov. 6, Nov. 13,
Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 25

Pastor's Schedule

Pastor Joel Guttormson

Monday: Off, but on-call

Tuesday: Off, but on-call (2:30pm Pastors Text Study, 5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting)
Wednesday: Noon-8:00pm

Thursday: Noon-8pm

Friday: 8am-Noon, 1pm-5pm (8am-10am Breakfast)

Saturday: Noon-8pm (5:30pm Worship Service)

Sunday: 8am-Noon (9am Worship Service, 10am Confirmation)

Secretary
Marci Adeogun

Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm
Fri 10am-4pm
Sat-Sun: Off
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SATURDAY 1/29
5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary

SUNDAY 1/30

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Confirmation-Choir Room
10:00am-10:45am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 1/31

2:00pm-4:00pm Clothes Closet is Open
(To schedule a different time, call 641.592.5085)

TUESDAY2/1
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Library

WEDNESDAY2/2
3:15pm Juniors-Room 2

THURSDAY 2/3
9:30am Ruth Circle-Faye Aamodt’s Home
3:15pm Cadettes-Room 2

FRIDAY 2/4

8:00am-10:00am Pastors’ Fellowship Breakfast-Lounge

SATURDAY 2/5
5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary

SUNDAY 2/6

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Confirmation-Choir Room
10:00am-10:45am Faith Formation-Chapel
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