SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 26 — February 1

Living “Words with Friends”

Playgrounds still resound with “sticks and stones may break my bones, but
words will never hurt me.” But those words ring hollow. As adults, and as
children, we know only too well the power of words to do harm. In contrast, the
scriptures for today point us to the word that bears hope, promise, and life.
Human words can hurt or fail, but now we hear this holy word of wisdom,
challenge, instruction, and hope that really does form us in God’s promise.
Rather than words that tear down, we are invited by the prophets and Jesus into
God’s living words with and among friends. Jesus, in coming home and attending
the synagogue, reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Jesus announces
good news to those struggling economically on the fringes of society, hope to
those who are imprisoned, healing to those without sight, a lifting of the burden
from those who are weighed down or oppressed, and even the in-breaking of a
holy year of favor. Standing in a tradition of prophets and priests who speak,
engage, and teach God’s word, Jesus now offers one thing more—fulfillment.
The words of those who dream and hope, who work for justice and mercy on
behalf of God, are now true. Today as we look around and see people spending
time speaking, reading, and even playing games with words, this is an
opportunity to ground ourselves in the one full Word that bears life. This word
counters sticks and stones and all that oppresses; Jesus address announces
God’s liberating actions. This Word sounds promise to all who hear; it is an
invitation to see God at work among God’s people.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm 19 Psalm 84
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Hebrews 2:14-18

Luke 4:14-21 Luke 2:22-40
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR:

Brad, Darla, Amelia and Hannah Evenson, Jim & Judy Fagerness, Cynthia Fjelstad,
Glenavonne Fjelstad, Dennis & Lu Friesenborg

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

27-Karli Helgeson 27-Michelle Jones

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 1/19/25: $ 3,523 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 1/20/25: $9,882 65

LAST YEAR: as of 1/20/24: $8,730
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $1,152

Weather Policy: Should there be an emergency schedule change an
announcement will be made via the following: Salem Lutheran Church Lake Mills
Facebook page, KIOW Radio 107.3 (Forest City), KIMT TV Channel 3.

Tuckpointing/Steeple Project Update: The total received
as of 1/20/25 is $ 168,682. The total available balance as
of 12/31/24 is $61,434.32 All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note
the “Steeple Project” when submitting a contribution.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways—

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex.

(There is a much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available 2025: Feb 9, 16, 23, March 9, 16, 23,
30, May 4, June 15, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Sept 14, Oct 5,
12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 16, 23, 30, Dec 7, 28. Cost is $40. Call: 592-1771



http://www.salemlakemills.com/

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans
for music, games, crafts & activities, BUT.....we NEED your help
to make Faith Formation a success. Please consider donating
your time to supervise and interact with the children of Salem.
No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date
that works with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin
board across from the chapel. Thank you to everyone that is
helping to create memories for these children.

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person
included in the prayer chain, please call the office.

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and
the prayer request will get sent out. If there is no answer, leave a message. All
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you!

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few
other items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make sure
donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be left
inside the south entrance anytime.

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed
at the south entrance. Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open,
please feel free to call and leave a message at 641-592-1771 and someone will
call back.




Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 9, 2025 - 6:30 pm
President Shannon Bruhns called the meeting to order.

Members present: Shannon Bruhns, Delane Behr, Doug Bruhns, Laura Gardner,
Sue Langerud, Mary Peterson, Marci Prescott, Cindy Haugsdal

Absent: Dan Rice, Mike Swenson
Shannon opened the meeting with devotion and prayer.

Secretary’s Report: December council minutes were available for review. There
were no additions or corrections.

Laura moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Doug. All approved.

Communication and correspondence — Two anonymous donations of S50 was
received and $100 deposited in the general fund.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug provided a written report.

Total income for December 2024 $32,463.98

Total Expenses for December 2024 $11,946.72 (Income less expense $20,517.26)
Checking account balance (12/31/2024) $133,160.21

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (12/31/2024) $62,184.32

CD’s at FTSB (12/31/2024) Reserves $41,774.60

CD at MBT (12/31/2024) Ness Estate $27,287.12

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.

2024 YTD total offerings (12/31/2024) $213,304

2023 YTD total offerings (12/31/2023) $205,101

Delane moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sue. All
approved.

Board Reports

Enduring Gift Fund — Fourth quarter report for 2024 (Oct/Nov/Dec) has been
submitted for the Annual meeting. Fourth quarter balances: Growth account



(12/31/2024) $217,290.85; Income account (12/31/2024) $266,076.87; Cash
balance/available funds $50,634.07. No funds distributed in the 4" quarter.
Board of Worship and Music: Mary provided a written and verbal report: Last
meeting was 12/16/2024; worked on preparations for Christmas Eve services
and 12/29/2024 service; Pulpit supply is now complete through Lent and Easter
services.

Board of Life & Growth: Sue provided a verbal report: The glow sticks for
children at the Christmas Eve service was successful; working on plans and new
ideas for 2025.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.

Board of Property and Management: Mike was not present, a written report
was provided: Kirschbaum has installed the heating system for the East rooms in
the Education wing and is working well with plans to install the air conditioning
portion in the Spring; board is working on cleaning the classrooms on the west
wing; still working on the coffeemaker in the kitchen, will likely need to be
replaced; still working on the automatic doors; Young Construction still needs to
complete shingling of the south steeple but nothing scheduled.

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written and verbal report: Faith Formation
Christmas program was on 12/15 with a Birthday party for Jesus in the
Fellowship hall after; Christmas caroling with Confirmation students went well
on 12/18; will meet in January after the annual meeting to plan for Spring 2025.

Pastoral Care Support: No funeral services in December.

Pastor Report: None

Mary moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Laura. All approved.
Old Business:

A. Call Committee Report — Working on strategies to identify and lift up the
strengths and positives of Salem and planning to seek input from the
congregation in the coming months.



B. Capital Project Update - see Property and Management report.

C. Heating/AC Project in East Education wing — Bill for $30,000 was received
and funding has been supplied by a benefactor ($20,000) and a formal
request was submitted to the Enduring Gift Fund for $15,000 which has
been approved. $10,000 to pay off current bill and S5000 for A/C
component in the spring.

D. 2025 Annual Meeting — Shannon reviewed the plans for the meeting to be
held in the Fellowship Hall following the church service on 1/19/2025.
Coffee and cookies will be served. Reports have been submitted by board
chairs.

a. Draft Budget Approval — Doug reviewed the draft 2025 Budget.
Mary moved to accept the proposed 2025 Budget, seconded by
Laura. All approved.

New Business:

A. Statement of Giving statements will be mailed for 2024.

B. Affirmation of Baptism — May 4, 2025 — Discussed initial plans for
Confirmation service.

C. New members —None

D. Transfers/statistical adjustments — Transfer requested for Rosie June
Hengesteg and Bryan Hengesteg to Cottage Grove Church in Des Moines,
lowa. Sue moved to accept this transfer, seconded by Doug. All approved.

E. Next meeting will be set by new 2025 Council

Laura moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Marci. All approved. The
meeting was adjourned.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy Haugsdal
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Chimney December

Cardinal

Sleigh
Quilt

Snowflake

Mistletoe

Magical

Hibernate

Wonderland

Blizzard Glistening

Polar Shoveling

Snowboard

Toboggan Fireplace

Footprints

Penguin

Gingerbread

Avalanche



ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR
FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE SERVICE

SUNDAY 1/26
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 1/27
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 1/29
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

SUNDAY 2/2
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Mon: 10am-2pm, Tues: 10am-5pm, Wed: 10am-2pm, Thurs: 10am-5pm,
Fri: 10am-2pm. (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




