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A New Way to Follow 
Nations wage war, gangs battle each other, families quarrel, communities of faith 
divide. We hear others say and even hear ourselves saying, “There is no other way.” 
In Jesus, the light of Gods kingdom draws near and a new way shines for us to 
follow. 
In today’s gospel, Jesus first withdraws (Matt. 4:12). The word anachoreo (to 
withdraw) is used ten times in Matthew’s gospel—each time as Jesus’ response to 
violence or conflict. John the Baptist has been arrested, and tension is beginning to 
build. The way of God and the way of the world’s rulers are beginning to collide. 
In Jesus, a new kingdom has drawn near, a kingdom of nonviolence and non-
retaliation. Jesus’ withdrawal is not simply passivity but points to a vision of an 
alternate way of reigning as king. Jesus rules not with violence, abusive power, or 
through division but through voluntarily emptying himself of power, identifying 
with the oppressed and burdened, and healing that which is broken. Into this new 
reign, Jesus calls the disciples to follow him, a way that appears foolish and weak to 
those who cannot discern it. To those God calls, it is the wisdom and strength, the 
light and power of God. 
To follow in the way of Jesus places one’s life at risk, for it eventually leads to the 
cross. To follow, though, implies someone is leading. The way God calls us to follow 
has already been filled with the loving kindness and mercy of Jesus who has gone 
before us and who leads us to the foot of the cross. There, in the shadow of the 
cross, God makes a way for unity in the midst of division, for healing in the midst of 
brokenness, for peace in the midst of violence, for forgiveness in the midst of 
betrayal. Around the table, the kingdom of God draws near; Jesus’ broken body 
announces forgiveness, healing, peace, and unity. Many bodies are nourished and 
formed into the one body of Christ, called and sent to follow in the way of Jesus, to 
be broken and shed for the sake of the world. 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Don & Julie Helgeson, Gary & Linda Helgeson, 
Janice Helgeson, Jon & Rebecca Helgeson, Matthew & Julie Helgeson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
27-Karli Helgeson 27-Michelle Jones  

 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 1/18/26:            $  11,328                Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 1/20/26:            $  17,200                                        52 
LAST YEAR: as of 1/20/25:         $    9,882 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:     $    7,318 
 

Help Our Teachers: Each year about this time, the school teachers run out of 
simple classroom needs. They buy these items out of their own pocket. We can 
help with these simple supplies. During the month of February we are collecting:  
Boxes of Kleenex, White Elmers Glue, Dry Erasers, Playdoh, Pencil Sharpeners 
with shaving catchers and Ticonderoga Pencils. Please leave items in the basket 
in the Narthex. Thank you! --Board of Life & Growth 
 

Summer Camp:  Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out 
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird 
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com 
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras). 
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
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Thrivent Choice Dollars:  The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of 
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and  we ask that you 
please continue to support this valuable program. 
How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® By phone:  
Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  Step 
2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say or enter your Social 
Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  Step 5— Talk to a 
representative to direct Choice Dollars. 
 

Auto Giving: Would you like to increase your giving this year with the Simply 
Giving program or start Auto Giving (ACH withdrawals)? Please contact the office 
and leave a message 641.592.1771 (save a check & save an envelope) 
 

Offering Envelopes: If you would like to save Salem the cost of sending you 
offering envelopes, you can let the office know to stop sending them and use 
any envelope you wish and simply write your name on the envelope. 
 

Summer Camp: Check out your favorite summer camp website now, most of 
them have an early bird discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, 
email your confirmation letter with balance due to Marci at and Salem will cover 
the rest of the registration fee (no extras). salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com  
 

Collections:  We collect pop tabs, eyeglasses and receipts from David’s 
Marketplace and Hy-Vee. The WELCA group receives 1 tenth of 1% of all receipts 
collected from David's. The Hy-Vee receipts go towards a cure for cancer.  The 
baskets for all of these are in the Narthex (under the coat rack).  Please do not 
roll the receipts and keep David's separate from Hy-Vee.  Thank you! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 

mailto:salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com
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Salem Council Minutes --January 6, 2026--6:30pm 
Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud, 
Laura Gardner, Marci Prescott, Mary Peterson, Marilyn Hoffman.  Guests from 
call committee: Shannon Bruhns and Kathy Chose. 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with 
devotions. 
Secretary’s Report (Marilyn Hoffman) Motion by Laura, second by Sue to 
approve. Carried. 
Communication and Correspondence: 2 anonymous financial donations for a 
total of $200. 
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. 
Total income for December 2025 $40,747.20 
Total Expenses for December 2025 $7,959.64 (Income less expense +$32,787.56) 
Checking account balance (12/31/25) $183,122.18 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (12/31/25) $28,406.55 
CD’s at FTSB (12/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12 
CD at MBT (12/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60 
Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report. 
2025 YTD total offerings (12/31/25) $198,988   
Mary moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sue. All 
approved.  
Board Reports: 
Worship & Music Board Report—Mary Peterson 
Board of Worship & Music met on Dec 15th primarily to review Christmas Eve 
Service.  We cleaned up the candles we use for the Candlelight service as well as 
arranging the poinsettias to decorate the church.  The pulpit supply calendar is 
set for Jan, Feb & March of 2026 as well as the Ash Wednesday Service.  
Life and Growth Board Report—Sue Langerud 
We will take down the Christmas decorations on January 7th at 3:00pm. We will 
serve the goodies for the annual meeting on the 18th. We put a notice of Faith 
Formation time, worship time and fellowship time in the food bank’s Christmas 
boxes. Report on the area church gathering in December. We’re looking into 
creating a home visit list and contacting individuals to see if they would like a 



home visit. Money’s from the Sunday morning fellowship offering was $2,132.16 
and goes to replenishing kitchen supplies, devotional books, food for events with 
remainder going to the general fund at the end of the year. Mary brought up 
listing people to pray for and also active service members. Would need to be a 
choice of individual/families if they want names listed. 
Stewardship and Social Ministry Board – no report 
Property and Management Board Report—Mike Swenson 
Mike will be meeting with Life Wise leaders as their student numbers have 
increased making it necessary to add a second class.  With the start of the new 
semester, they have 30-35 students attending. Mike noted that electric heat has 
been added to 3 rooms in the west wing of educational unit. The Lake Mills Area 
Historical Society is utilizing some of the rooms to sort historical artifacts of Lake 
Mills. He noted the actual steeple repairs are done but some tuckpointing 
remains to be done. Mike has tried to contact an organ specialist about 
questions but they have not responded back. 
Youth & Education Board Report—Marci Prescott 
In December Faith Formation presented their Christmas program & we hosted a 
birthday party for Jesus in the fellowship afterwards. The confirmation students 
went out Christmas Caroling to the LM Care Center, Mills Harbour and a few 
members of the community. We need volunteers to help with Faith Formation. 
Pastor’s Report – Open 
Enduring Gift Fund. The report was included in the council packet showing an 
ending balance of $481,436.65 on 12-31-25 
Motion to approve board reports by Mike, second by Mary. Approved. 

Old Business: 
Call Committee - Shannon Bruhns & Kathy Chose 
This report was moved to the beginning of the council meeting. They presented 
a copy of an article by Pastor Steve Brackett, Assistant to the Bishop for Rostered 
Leadership. The article entitled, “The Reality of the Call Process Today” deals 
with the changes seen by the Synod over the years in calling a pastor. There are 
many more congregations (578) looking for a pastor than in numbers available 
(366). The preference for pastors has changed with the majority wanting to 



locate to bigger communities with more amenities, making the call process more 
competitive as rural areas compete with larger communities. Pastors today are 
looking for churches active in the community, have strong programs for all ages 
and have strong leadership and member participation. What can Salem do: 
Invite someone to consider becoming an ordained pastor or deacon and help 
support them; Brag about our Salem ministry and community; Set Salem apart 
which our call committee has done through the Ministry Site Profile, website 
and the Enhance Call Process video; Do One Thing Well whether it is outreach, 
feeding the hungry and other “ministry touches”.  This report is made available 
by contacting the Salem Office. 

New Business: 
A. 2026 Budget – reviewed  
B. Annual Meeting Agenda – reviewed 

a. No motion made to approve budget or agenda 
C. New Members: None 
D. Transfer/Statistical Adjusts: None 
E. Next Meeting—Tuesday, February 2, 2026 

We closed by saying the Lord’s Prayer.  Motion by Laura, second by Mary to 
adjourn. Carried. 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Marilyn Hoffman, acting recording secretary 
 

 
Worship Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in 
the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you would like to learn how 
to help with sound, monitors or live stream, please call the office.  
 

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and 
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in 
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and 
the prayer request will get sent out.  If there is no answer, leave a message. All 
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you! 



Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the 
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need 
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person 
included in the prayer chain, please call the office. 
 
Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games, 
crafts & activities, BUT…..we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success. 
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of 
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date that works 
with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin board across from the chapel.  
Thank you to everyone that is helping to create memories for these children.   
 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 12/31/25 is $28,406 
The total received as of 1/20/25 is $173,177. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 
Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be 
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few 
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make 
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance anytime. 
 

 

  
 

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2-5pm every Monday for anyone in need of 
additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the Lake Mills 
School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed at the 
south entrance.  Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open, please 
feel free to call & leave a message at 641-592-1771, someone will call back. 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 
SUNDAY 1/25 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
MONDAY 1/26 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 
WEDNESDAY 1/28 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
 
SUNDAY 2/1 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call 592-1771 to reserve your dates. 
2026 Dates available: Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, 
Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.  
 
Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week…Mon: 11am-1pm, Tues-Fri: 11am-5pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure office is open) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills or visit website www.salemlakemills.com 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

