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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Shannon Bruhns

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Acolytes: Cora Sauer

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for January: Joan Kloster, Janet Swenson
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns

The Live Stream Broadcast is given by the Members of Salem.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

joelguttormson@gmail.com Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
shelby@wctatel.net salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus
the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font,
and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the
net of God’s grace and mercy.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELL
LITANY Annual Congregational Meeting Opening Liturgy

Recognizing that our faith is a living, busy, active and mighty thing, may the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with each
of you. And also with you.

Teach us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Descend on our hearts, that we may love others in the ways Jesus loves us.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Empower us to be enthusiastic in pursuing your vision for our congregation.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Move us to engage issues in our community in Christlike ways, and to pursue
deep and authentic relationships with those with whom we serve and partner.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Strengthen us to face the barriers we encounter in doing your work, learning to
work with others amid disagreement. Receive our prayer, O God.

Give us the ability to adapt to the cultural, economic and social changes that
occur in the neighborhoods we serve. Receive our prayer, O God.

Guide us to be a healthy congregation that learns from its failures as well as its
successes and offers wisdom to others. Receive our prayer, O God.



As we strive to become the church that we proclaim to be, raise up leaders who
focus on the gospel of freedom, forgiveness and reconciliation as given to us
through God’s indescribable act of love in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Renew us daily in our baptism, that we may discover vitality in our
relationships with you, each other and those we serve in the world. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart ELW #800
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Together let us pray:

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-4
"There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the
LorD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. “You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 27:1, 4-9
Refrain; will be sung one time through by the cantor or choir and again with the congregation
before the reading of the psalm and again one time after verses 6 & 9.
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The Lorp is  my light and my sal - va - tion.

"The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

‘One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek; that | may dwell in the house
of the LoRD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to seek God in the temple.



°For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
°Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;
I will sing and make music to the LORD.

Refrain:
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The Lorp is  my light and my sal - va - tion.

"Hear my voice, O LoRD, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me.
"My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LoRD, I will seek.
’Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away you have been my helper; forsake me not,

O God of my salvation.
Refrain:

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
""Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. “'For it has been reported
to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and
sisters. ““What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” °Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
"I thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, °so that no
one can say that you were baptized in my name. ‘°(I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether | baptized anyone
else.) 'For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not
with eloguent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power.

"“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.



Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

We stand for the reading of the gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW #671
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

’Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
“He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, ““so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah

might be fulfilled:

"“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
"“the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,

Matthew 4:12-23

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”

""From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has

come near.”



“As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were
fishermen. "’And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people.” “Immediately they left their nets and followed him. *'As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
“Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

**Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness
among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult ELW #696
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vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - ol that would
toil and hours of case, still  he  calls, in cares and

may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your o -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - fian, fol - low me:”
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’  sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tan, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than  these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Salem’s Mission and Vision

We are God forgiven and mission driven.

As God’s people...we desire to be that Lake Mills place where belonging,
healing, growing, serving and believing are open to all, regardless of
background, experience or aptitude. Central to this is that we are a
forgiving, mission-driven community, which means we all want to have an
impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others.

Belonging means: that we all belong! We all have a place! We all fit!

Healing means: that we all have brokenness and are in need of wholeness.
God’s Word, the Bread of Life, and so much more, helps us to take these
important steps forward!

Growing means: we are designed by God to change, to grow, to evolve. We
are committed to that process for everyone who is open to it!

Serving means: that Jesus made clear that being a servant was central to
being a disciple. Therefore, we see that everyone who is a follower is a
servant, as well.

Believing means: that faith and not works is central to our life. Simple, and
yet profound trust in the promise of forgiveness and mercy, and the presence
of the Spirit, guides us in all we do.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into a time of prayer

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us
to work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including
the World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your
abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the
northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the
oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and
persecution. Provide comfort and safety to all service men and women in harm’s
way. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse
communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or
are isolated and lonely. We pray especially for those displaces by recent natural
disasters. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community for
the community food pantry and clothes closet. Nurture each congregation’s
unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in
loving our neighbors. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and
unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the
fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Here other intercessions may be offered as the pastor concludes the prayers.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERING SONG We Give Thee but Thine Own ELW #686
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all  that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-c’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to  thee.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and
shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW #660
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us  all thee.
praise to the Cru - «i fied for wvic - to - ry!
BLESSING

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod
+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a brief break following our worship to set up for the Annual Congregational
meeting held in the Sanctuary. After establishing a quorum the meeting will be called to order
by our President Shannon Bruhns. Before adjournment we will install the newly elected
council, board members, committee and Synod Assembly Delegates. Following the meeting all

are invited to fellowship.
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SENDING

INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership (their names are read) We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In
baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission
of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common
life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to
God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who
empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love,
fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
Response: | will, and I ask God to help me.

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly.

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will
you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. Almighty
God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be
faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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