WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

January 1 - January 9

A Light in Our Darkness
The longest night of the year has passed, but while the light is increasing, it
remains so incremental it appears as though the darkness outside is triumphing.
By the third day of January, the hangovers have arrived. Not just the self-
inflicted suffering of many on New Year’s Eve, but also the financial hangovers of
the irrational exuberance of Christmas. Only a few more days and the darkness
of January bills will be casting a pall over many homes. Add to all this the
darkness of illness and injury, sorrow and loss, and even in this season there is
plenty of pain and anxiety to go around.
Still, the promise of hope comes to us this day, not in the form of an infant as on
Christmas Eve but in the form of light. We celebrate the pure radiant light that
cuts through the darkness of this world and shines into shadow-filled lives. It is
the light that shines through the love broken and poured in bread and wine. It is
the light of the holy presence of Christ in times of confusion and despair. It is the
light of grace and truth shining into lives young and old, rich and poor, broken
and whole.
It is the light of Christ that sends people like John the Baptist into this world,
people who dedicate their lives to pointing others toward Jesus. Some days we
are privileged to play this role for others, reminding them of Jesus. Other days
we need John the Baptist to tell us the story one more time. We need people
like John to point our eyes toward the light, undiminished by time, so that we
can see clearly the promise of Jesus in our lives, our communities and our world.



CELEBRATING GENEROSITY

During this time of social distancing, there are several ways to continue your giving.

-- By mail.

-- By “Simply Giving”- Sign up for weekly or monthly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to
get a form.

-- By PayPal- Go to our website home page (www.salemlakemills.com) and scroll to the
bottom left- there is a Donate button. Click on that and it will take you to a PayPal or
credit card donation page.

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY:: 12/26/21 $ 10,034
YEAR-TO-DATE: as of 12/29/21 $ 241,149
LAST YEAR: as of 12/29/20 $ 249,276
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -8,127

THIS WEEKS TEXTS

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Joy at the gathering of God’s scattered flock

Psalm 147:12-20

Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12)
Ephesians 1:3-14

The will of God made known in Christ

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

God with us: the incarnation of the Word

NEXT WEEKS TEXTS

Isaiah 43:1-7

When you pass through the waters, do not fear, for | am with you
Psalm 29

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)

Acts 8:14-17

Prayer and laying on of hands for the Holy Spirit

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The baptism of Jesus with the descent of the Holy Spirit
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Each week we will lift up five church families/members in prayer.
We ask that you also remember them in your daily prayers.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR:

Lois Fritz

Fritz Family (Teresa, Morgan, Mason)

Bryan Frondal

Furst/Hollatz Family (Shannon, Chanse, Breanna, Ashley)
Rae and Armani Garcia

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays
and we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

2-Alexander Mosby 4-Hannah Playter 6-Christopher Jamtgaard
2-Ron Langfald 4-Marshall Pederson 6-Malaisia Pennamon
2-Lisa Johnson 4-Max Pederson 7-Dakota White
3-Joshua Beery 5-Jolie Rice 7-Tonja Knutson

3-Keith Hebrink 5-Drake Abbey 8-Leigh Johnson
3-Matthew Helgeson 5-Hannah Evenson 8-Beth Dahle

3-Jeffrey Schoonover 5-Kaci Osheim 8-Emmett Helgeson

4-Steven Bendickson 6-Zachary Ringham

If you have an upcoming birthday and want it to be listed, please call the office
to make sure we have your birthday in our records. 641.592.1771

Volunteers Needed: The Board of Worship and Music is looking for volunteers.
If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read, sing in the liturgical choir or would like
to learn how to help with sound, monitors or live stream, please contact Heather
at 641-909-4050 or write it on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Collections: The Board of Life & Growth collects used stamps, pop tabs, eye
glasses and receipts from David’s Marketplace. The WELCA group receives 1
tenth of 1% of all receipts collected. This can really add up and help. They ask
that receipts do not get rolled up. Collection baskets are in the Narthex.

Pastoral Visits: If you or someone you know would like a visit from Pastor Joel,
please call the office to make an appointment. 641.592.1771




Memorials Given in December
Merle Behr $75-Building Fund
Clarine Moe S35-WELCA, $35-General Fund

Upcoming Blood Drive

Lake Mills Community Blood Drive

Wednesday, January 12th

1:00pm-6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
Appointments Are Required

Text: LIFESERVE to 999-7777 or Call: 800-287-4903
or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

Pastor’s Fellowship Breakfast: Come have breakfast! It's on Pastor Joel! The
next Pastor’s Fellowship Breakfast is scheduled for Friday, January 14th; 8:00am
— 10:00am in the lounge, across from the office. Everyone is welcome! Please
join us for this new fellowship opportunity. Breakfast will be served until the
food runs out or its 10:00am, whichever comes sooner. Breakfast is
free. Donations collected will go towards youth activities.

Radio Sponsorship: Reserve your special date to sponsor an
8:30am radio broadcast. The service is heard on KIOW (107.3 FM)
radio in Forest City and on cable channel 2.

Radio sponsorship costs $83. Call the office to reserve your date. 641.592.1771
(Live Internet Broadcast Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday)

2022 RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:

Feb. 10, March 13, March 27, May 1, May 8, May 22, June 12, July 17,
July 24, July 31, Aug. 7, Augd. 14, Aud. 21, Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Oct. 23,
Oct. 30, Nov. 6, Nov. 13, Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 25
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Suggested Best Practices for Salem Members

As we continue to experience community spread of Covid-19 and we enter flu
season please keep in mind the following recommendations and best practices
to protect yourself and others while worshipping here at Salem:

e Monitor your own health — If you are not feeling well or have had a
possible exposure to Covid-19, please stay home.

e Wash your hands often; hand sanitizer is available at the west entry doors
and in the Narthex. Sharing the peace without contact is preferred and
safer for all.

e Cover coughs and sneezes.

e Masking is optional for those who have been vaccinated. Masking is
strongly recommended for those not vaccinated. Show respect for all
members who choose to wear a mask. Masks are available at the west
entry doors and in the Narthex.

¢ Maintaining distance between yourself and people who don’t live in your
household provides you better protection from those without symptoms
that could spread the virus.

Pastor's Schedule

Pastor Joel Guttormson

Monday: Off, but on-call

Tuesday: Off, but on-call (2:30pm Pastors Text Study, 5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting)
Wednesday: Noon-8:00pm (10am Bible Study)

Thursday: Noon-8pm

Friday: 8am-Noon, 1pm-5pm

Saturday: Noon-8pm (5:30pm Worship Service)

Sunday: 8am-Noon (9am Worship Service, 10:00am Confirmation)

Secretary
Marci Adeogun

Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm
Fri 10am-4pm
Sat-Sun: Off
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SATURDAY 1/1
5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary

SUNDAY 1/2
9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 1/3

2:00pm-4:00pm Clothes Closet is Open
(Call 641-592-5085 to schedule alternate time by appt.)

TUESDAY 1/4
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Library

WEDNESDAY 1/5
10:00am Adult Bible Study-Fellowship Hall
3:15pm Juniors-Room 2

THURSDAY 1/6
11:30am Grace Circle-Teluwut
3:15pm Cadettes-Room 2

SATURDAY 1/8
5:30pm Worship Service-Sanctuary

SUNDAY 1/9

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall
10:00am Confirmation-Choir Room
10:00am-10:45am Faith Formation-Chapel



