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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 11 -17

The Power of a God Who Is Humble

From the time Jesus first presented himself for baptism by John until today,
Christians have puzzled over why Jesus had to be baptized. The act of baptism
was understood to be an act of repentance and the cleansing of one’s sins. John
does not understand why Jesus, whose sandals John is “not worthy to carry”
(Matt. 3:11) should seek to be baptized. Instead, John declares to Jesus, “l need
to be baptized by you” (Matt. 3:14). Why should the Son of God, who is without
sin, need to be baptized?

Frederick Dale Bruner, in Matthew: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2004), says that he considers Jesus’ first miracle to have occurred at his baptism.
The miracle is that Jesus was humble. The divine Son of God humbles himself by
allowing John to baptize him. This act of humility is an act of obedience to God
and solidarity with all humankind. Jesus has no sins to be forgiven. However, for
us, he goes down to the river of repentance with all the other sinners to be
baptized. Jesus’ baptism, his first adult act as recorded in Matthew’s gospel,
gives us a clear indication of how Jesus will act for his entire life. The Son of God
will come down with us, on our level, identifying with our needs. His baptism,
then, foreshadows how his life will end, on the cross. In his death, Jesus
experiences the worst we could ever experience as mortal humans. But, because
Jesus united with us in baptism, we are united with him in both his death and
resurrection. The barriers that separate us from God, including the barriers of
sinfulness, mortality, and death, are broken by Jesus’ obedience to God, through
his humility to come down to us in the depths of our humanity.



NEXT WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Isaiah 42:1-9 Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 29 Psalm 40:1-11
Acts 10:34-43 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Matthew 3:13-17 John 1:29-42

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Michael & Gail Hanson, Brian, Braylon and Kalen
Hanson, David & Annette Hanson, Kathleen Hanson, Merrick Harig

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
12-Brook Christianson 12-Darlene Anderson 14-Tammy Butler
15-Jack Ramaker

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST WEEK: 1/4/26: S 5,872 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 1/6/26: S 5,872 65

LAST YEAR: as of 1/6/25: S 4,216

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S 1,656

Memorials Given In December
Darold Kloster--S50—General Fund
Myrna Langerud--$25—General Fund, $20—Cemetery Fund

Receipt for Donations: If you would like a receipt for your 2025 donations (not
regular offering) ie: capital project, please call the office and leave a message
before January 16. Regular offering receipts will be sent out by January 31.

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, January 15; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-
6:00pm. Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE
to 999-7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

To kick off the year, every donor who gives blood during the month of January
will be entered into a drawing to win a Peloton bike.
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Annual Meeting is scheduled for 10:00am on Sun. Jan. 18 in the Fellowship Hall.

Auto Giving: Would you like to increase your giving this year with the Simply
Giving program or start Auto Giving (ACH withdrawals)? Please contact the office
and leave a message 641.592.1771 (save a check & save an envelope)

Offering Envelopes: If you would like to save Salem the cost of sending you
offering envelopes, you can let the office know to stop sending them and use
any envelope you wish and simply write your name on the envelope.

Summer Camp: Does your child want to attend summer bible camp? Check out
your favorite summer camp website now, most of them have an early bird
discount. Parents—after the down payment is complete, email your confirm-
ation letter with balance due to Marci at salemlutheranlakemills@gmail.com
and Salem will cover the rest of the registration fee (no extras).

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 11/28/25 is $28,106
The total received as of 12/29/25 is $173,177. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(Much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call 592-1771
2026 Dates available: Jan 25, Feb 8, 22, March 1, 15, 22, May 17, June 28, July
12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.
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AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 1/11

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel

MONDAY 1/12
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN

WEDNESDAY 1/14
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room

THURSDAY 1/15
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library
1:00pm-6:00pm Community Blood Drive-Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY 1/18

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Annual Meeting-Fellowship Hall

**No Faith Formation**

Salem Office: This week...Mon: 11-5, Tues: Closed, Wed-Fri 11-5
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure open 641-592-1771)

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills or visit website www.salemlakemills.com
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