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INTRODUCTION
Our re-creation in baptismis an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved
over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it isthe Spirit’'s
movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God' s beloved children and setting us on Jesus' mission to
re-create the world in the image of God’ s vision of justice and peace.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the
seayou led your people Isragl from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of
your promise and servants of al.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you
for the gift of new lifein Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and
love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Baptized and Set Free ELW #453
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I We are peo - ple cre - at - ed cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we’re nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa -~ ler, all liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we  join  the song.
4 a1 ! ; i i ] f i
(' ey S i - : ! ! —! ! ! ; -
Then we're washed, ev - er gent - 1y, in mer - ¢y and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the  Spir - 1t a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All are wel - come! We  gath - er to sing loud and strong.
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Sin  has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God 18 great - er in - deed:
As  we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be knowm:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than  all of our need
pre-cious 1iv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je - sus, one in  wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5
'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while awind from God
swept over the face of the waters. “Then God said, “Let there belight”; and there
was light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. “God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks beto God.
SCRIPTURE SONG Crashing Waters at Creation ELW #455
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1 Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir - it’s breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed on through,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-round the one fore-told.
4 Liv - ing wa - ter, nev - er end-ing, quench the thirst and flood the soul
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first to  wit - ness day’s be - gin-ning  from thebright-ness  of night’s death.
wash-ing off the chains of bond-age— chan-nel to a life made new.
o - pened to re - veal the glo-ry ev-er newand ev - er old
Well-spring,source of life e - ter- nal, drenchour dry-ness, make us whole.

SECOND READNG Acts 19:1-7
"While Apollos wasin Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, “No, we have not
even heard that thereis aHoly Spirit.” “Then he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?’ They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “ John baptized with
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who wasto
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” “On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there
were about twelve of them.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanksbeto God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Love Came Down Vol. 6
GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory toyou, O Lord.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. "Now John was clothed
with camel’ s hair, with aleather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after
me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. °I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. "“And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. “/And avoice
came from heaven, “Y ou are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”



The Gospel of the Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW #445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow,
2 We who bring them long for nur - mre; by vyour milk may we be fed
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all vourways!
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Num - ber themn a - mong your pee - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join vour feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.

To vyour name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it,  ho-1ly dove and heart’s de - light.
onc with Christ in  liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By vyour grace, ocur lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate  us; God, trans - form!

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believein one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believein one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For usand for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incar nate of the Holy Spirit and thevirgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake hewas crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day herose again in accordance with the
scriptures; heascended into heaven and is seated at theright hand of the
Father. Hewill comeagain in glory to judge theliving and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believein the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son iswor shiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believein one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for theresurrection of the dead, and thelife of
theworld to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all peoplein need.

Abrief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit
they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.



For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth,
that God’ s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all
God has made, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and
night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire al people to use their
strength wisely, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those
who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for
all who suffer, that God shower compassion, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace
and peace, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their
witness inspire usin our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with
arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower usin faithful
service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving
grace.

Amen.

LORD’'SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will bedone, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter -+ keep you in peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN  Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW #304
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t Christ, when for us vyou were bap - tized, God’s Spir-it on you
2 God  called you,"My be - lov - ed Son”: you  are God’s ser ~ vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your <cross on us Dbe
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav'n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in Gods ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as  a flame, as ur - gent as  a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s he - ly will to do.
give your life for all, to give vyour life for all.
per - fect free-dom  find. may per - fect free-dom  find.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be thelight of Christ.
Thanks beto God.

POSTLUDE
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