
INTRODUCTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says:
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign
of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence
in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We
fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation
for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you
have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive
us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with

God through☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
(Pastor) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW Setting Ten p.203



HYMN OF PRAISE Come Now is the Time Vol. 2

COME NOW IS THE TIME

Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are
Before your God come

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are
Before your God come

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure

Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are
Before your God come

Come
Come
Come



PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear,
and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.”

11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire;
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever
escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the

sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE SONG God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW #400



SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.
13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.205

GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side
[of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried
out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I;
do not be afraid.”

28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little



faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756

PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed ELW p.105

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of
storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be
afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and
wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain
and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet,
and righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is
the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved.
Accompany all who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish,
and support those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to
live. We pray for those suffering this day especially all we love and care for and
name before you now (pause). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we
thank you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for
students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling
with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life
together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and
places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have
gathered to yourself. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been proclaimed this day
may enter into our hearts through your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit
of the Spirit for witness and service in the world and to the praise and honor of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator,☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Rescuer Vol. 1
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
Rescuer



You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
Rescuer

From the Heavens You came
To the depths of the grave
To redeem for Your praise
Rescuer

Jesus You overcame
Death itself for our sake
Let the world now proclaim
Rescuer

Oh what a savior
Freedom forever

We lift our hands with chains undone
Hearts that know mercy
Can not stay silent
We sing the song of saving love

You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
Rescuer

From the Heavens You came
To the depths of the grave
To redeem for Your praise
Rescuer

Jesus You overcame
Death itself for our sake
Let the world now proclaim
Rescuer

Oh what a savior
Freedom forever

We lift our hands with chains undone

Hearts that know mercy
Can not stay silent
We sing the song of saving love

You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
Rescuer

You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
You’re mighty and strong to save
Rescuer

Rescuer

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Altar Guild for August: Gloria Kvale
JoAnn Villa

The radio broadcast this morning is given in recognition of Adrian Halvorson’s
90th birthday, August 8th from his family.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Email: salem@wctatel.net
Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915
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Back to School…Time for Lutheran World Relief School Kits…
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH KIT:

· Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper
· One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler with centimeters and inches,
One pencil sharpener
· One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades
work well),
One eraser
· Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers secured with a band
· Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
One box of 16 or 24 crayons

Completed kits may be returned to the Office.


