
INTRODUCTION

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
The prophets of old spoke of God’s justice, even when it was unwelcome. Who
will hear their message?
We will listen and we will hear!

Responding to God’s call, Jesus traveled, preaching and teaching all who would
listen. Who will hear his message?
We will listen and we will hear!
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Christ sent out disciples two by two, to spread the good news in any place
that would welcome them. Who will hear their message?
We will listen and we will hear!

God’s prophets are among us still, around the world and in these pews. Who will
hear their message?
We will listen and we will hear!

GATHERING SONG Come Now is the Time Vol. 2
COME NOW IS THE TIME
Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are
Before your God come

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are



Before your God come
One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee
Will bow

Still the greatest treasure
Remains for those
Who gladly choose
You now

Come now is the time
To worship
Come now is the time
To give your heart

Come just as you are
To worship
Come just as you are
Before your God come..Come…Come…Come

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Together Let us pray,
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there
until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting
sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



SCRIPTURE SONG Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is
life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #168

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears
listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields,
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PROFESSION OF FAITH This I Believe (The Creed) Vol. 6
This I Believe (The Creed)
Our Father everlasting
The all creating One
God Almighty

Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the son
Jesus our Saviour

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one

I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the name of Jesus

I believe
Our Judge and our Defender
Suffered and crucified
Forgiveness is in You

Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life
Forever seated high



I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one

I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the name of Jesus

I believe in You
I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord

I believe
I believe in You
I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in one

I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the name of Jesus

I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints communion
And in Your holy Church

I believe in the resurrection
That Jesus rose again
For I believe in the name of Jesus

For I believe in the name of Jesus
For I believe in the name of Jesus

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our
shared world.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by
their witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields
clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their
home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to
sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice
and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and
guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For those who are
doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those
who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds
you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been
depleted. Sustain our ministries (especially) and deepen relationships with the
wider community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and
certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Together let us pray,
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as
firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our
strength and our song.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator,☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

SENDING SONG On What Has Now Been Sown ELW #550

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Altar Guild for July: Joan Koster

The radio broadcast this morning is given honor of Rudy & Jeneva Bergo who
were married 80 years ago on July 4, 1940 by Rita Anderson & family.
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Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Email: salem@wctatel.net
Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission.
Call to Worship from Ministry Matters @ https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/nancy_townley


