
INTRODUCTION
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of
cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!
Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!
Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds
Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.
Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.
Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do.
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GATHERING SONG Set a Fire Vol. 6

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Together Let us pray,
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve
one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the
words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the
vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word
that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be
known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



SCRIPTURE SONG There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW #588 SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.

15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace?
By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be
to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you,
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am
speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for
sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed
from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is
eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #168

GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the
reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose
their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PROFESSION OF FAITH This I Believe (The Creed) Vol. 6

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our
shared world.
A brief silence.

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ.
Bless our conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join
in a festal shout of praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that
we need. Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the
earth is crying out. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and
politicians to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet
hate with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are
sick, lonely, or abandoned. Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial.
Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to
embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us.
Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in
our faith and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Together let us pray,
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as
firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our
strength and our song.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING OF GRADUATES
The following members of Salem Lutheran Church will be graduating from High
School this afternoon:
Bennet Eaton, Andrew Fjelstad, Mason Fritz, Katelyn Groe, Megan Groe, Tyler
Helgeson, Madison Holtan, Toni Hukill, Ryan Knudtson, Chance Levine, Hope
Levine, Nathaniel Lorenson, Grace Okland, Jackson Rice, Elijah Stene, and
Summer Sterrenberg.

As these young men and women graduate, we want to take a moment to
acknowledge their accomplishments, send them off with a gift, surround them
with our love and prayers, and remind them of God’s continuing love for them
wherever they go.

Before you were even formed, God knew you. While in your Mother's womb,
God named you. At your birth, God's breath filled you with life. Today we
celebrate what you have become at this moment in time.

And so we pray, We thank you for the gifts of these graduates; their excitement,
their awesome wonder and curiosity, their tenacity in troubled times, their
leadership, in the classroom, on the field, in musical, theatrical, and visual arts.
They have blessed, entertained, encouraged and inspired us. As they step
forward into the world that awaits, comfort their fears with the full knowledge
of your divine presence. Guide their feet as they move through life, protecting
them from the pitfalls of darkness while they help to lead future generations
into the warmth and promise of your light. We ask this blessing upon each of
them,
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen!

During the sending song graduates attending worship are invited to come
forward to receive a gift from the Youth and Faith Formation Board.



SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW #543

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Altar Guild for June: Shelley Hagenson

The radio broadcast this morning is given in loving memory of Ted & Mabel
Moen and Myron & Pearl Thompson from Ron & Phyllis Moen and family.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Email: salem@wctatel.net
Carolyn Flo, Admin. Asst: 641.584.2915
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