Salem Lutheran Church

GATHERING
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450
Welcome to the House of the Lord PRELUDE
Third Sunday after Easter BELLS
April 26, 2020 - 8:30 a.m. ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING SONG Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warmn it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one begins.

to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story
of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.



Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this
day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and
for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy
the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE WOV p.29
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our prayer.



WOV p.30 PRAYER OF THE DAY
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“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For

the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone
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Glo-1y toGod, glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God in the high - est; generation.” *'So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day
about three thousand persons were added.
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SCRIPTURE SONG All Who Believe and Are Baptized ELW #442
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-23
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. ¥You know that you
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, Yput with the precious blood of Christ, like that
of a lamb without defect or blemish. ?°He was destined before the foundation of
the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so
that your faith and hope are set on God. “Now that you have purified your souls
by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one
another deeply from the heart. >You have been born anew, not of perishable but
of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION WOV p.31
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GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

BNow on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two
[disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, *and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. "While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near
and went with them, ‘®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. ’And he
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”
They stood still, looking sad. **Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?” ’He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, *°and how our chief
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified
him. ?'But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. *Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
>*and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that



they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. **Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said; but they did not see him.” ®Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you
are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! *®Was
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into
his glory?” ?’Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. *®As they came near the
village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. *’But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. **When he was at
the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
*Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. **They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?” *>That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found
the eleven and their companions gathered together. **They were saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY God of Wonders Vol. 5

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
ROGATION PRAYERS

Stewardship of creation is an ongoing ministry in the church. The creation, which God declared
good, is entrusted to the care of humankind. Exercising that care is one dimension of daily
Christian discipleship. Rogation Days are a way for the church to honor God for the gift of
creation and to pray for the land, the gift of labor, and the needs of all people. The word,
Rogation, has its roots in the Latin word “rogare” which means to ask or petition. Today our

prayers lift up our farmers, the gift of agriculture and our rural way of life and our care of
God'’s creation.

Let us give thanks to God: For the beauty of your world, the glory of starlit skies, the
wonder of the changing seasons, the ever new miracle of stirring life in field and
forest.

We give you thanks, 0 God.

For the Privilege of sharing with you in the act of creating the good things of earth
for your children and for your nearness in all the processes of agricultural life.
We give you thanks, 0 God.

For the Christ of the country road, who walked and served in the pleasant land of
Galilee, and who today walks the country roads of the world in comradeship with
all who till the soil,

We give you thanks, 0 God.

For widening horizons of rural life, the open doors in which entering we may serve
the rural peoples of the world, and walk the byways with Christ,
We give you thanks, 0 God.

That it may please you speedily to grant a just and lasting peace in all the earth,
that all peoples may again beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks, that they may all live together in fellowship and tranquility in the
lands you have given them

We beseech you to hear us, 0 Lord.

To the recreation of the beloved community bound together by ties of love in every
countryside, in which all people shall share with joy in sowing the seed and reaping
the harvest of the Kingdom of God,

We dedicate our hands and minds, 0 Lord

To a renewed appreciation of the Holy Earth and its resources, material and human.
We dedicate our hands and minds, 0 Lord.

To comradeship with the rural folk of all the world, and to serving them devotedly
with all the gifts and graces you have bestowed on us.
We dedicate our lives, 0 God.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING SONG God, Whose Farm Is All Creation ELW #734
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ROGATION BLESSING
As we are sent from this place to farm and garden, we dedicate our equipment, our
seed, our time, and our selves to the glory of God.

Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You make the whole earth for
your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and
earth. of things, seen and unseen. You stretched out the heavens

like a curtain; you divided the day from night; you appointed times and seasons for
work and rest, for tearing down and for building up. Be with us now and bless the work
of those who labor in the fields. Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all
things and continue your blessings to us through the bounty of your creation. Amen.

For the seed . .. Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth, you give
seed to the sower and bread for food. Nourish, protect, and bless the seed which
people have sown and will sow in hope, so that by your good providence and bountiful
giving, it may bring forth fruit in due season and be gathered with thanksgiving to
satisfy the needs of your people. Amen.

For the equipment . .. Gracious Lord, be with us now and bless us as we set apart this
equipment to your glory and praise. Grant us diligence in maintenance, safety and
caution in use, and patience during breakdowns. Give us the faith to know your
gracious purpose in all things, give us joy in them, and lead us to the building up of
your kingdom. Amen.

For the soil . .. 0 Loving Lord, the eternal fountain and giver of life, we give thanks that
we again behold on every side the awakening of nature in answer to your call to arise
from winter's sleep; and as you cheer our spirits with freshening grass, budding trees,
and unfolding plants, grant us thankful hearts to praise you for the promise of your
renewed provisions for our bodies and lives and an abiding trust in your unchanging
love now and forever. Amen.

For the rain and sunshine . .. Lord God, by your providence alone we receive the fruits
of the earth. In your mercy send us such weather that our fields may bring forth
abundantly to our sustenance and that at the time of harvest we may take of your gifts
for our good and give thanks to your with gladness. Amen.

May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless the pastures and
meadows, all growing grass and green fields. May the soil be wholesome and the crops
good. May the weather be favorable and the workers of good heart. And may God who
gives breath and life to the sower, multiply the seed sown and increase its fruits. May
God be with us and among us and around us now and forevermore. Amen

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson Altar Guild for April: Shelley Hagenson

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

The radio broadcast this morning is given with thankfulness for all of our essential workers
during these very challenging times.




