Salem Lutheran Church GATHERING

401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills 1A 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord PRELUDE
Holy Humor Sunday BELLS
April 19, 2020 - 8:30 a.m.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP composed by Rev. Robert M. Thompson

We believe in God, who made us in His image.

We live, we love, we laugh, because we are like Him.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior.
_ : = He had the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son.

Our counselor, our guide, our motivator - He is our joy!

Forgive us, Lord, when we take ourselves too seriously, when we don't claim the

happiness that is rightfully ours as your children, when we forget that you will
- have the last laugh in this world.
L Restore to us the joy of our salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

STOP THAT
MOSES AND TAKE
YOUR BATHI

Today on this Second Sunday of Easter we celebrate Holy Humor Sunday. As the
things that bring sorrow, sin death and the devil, viral pandemics are defeated, God
has the last laugh. Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom
begun by the early Greek Christians --- "Bright Sunday" or "Holy Humor Sunday"
celebrations on the Sunday after Easter. For centuries in all Christian faith
traditions, the week following Easter Sunday was observed by the faithful as "days
of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.




GATHERING SONG Joy to the World ELW #267
There will be a kazoo interlude between verse two and three, verse three will be accompanied
by the kazoo
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GREETING 1 Peter 1:8

A reading from 1 Peter 1:8
Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

CHILDRENS TIME Adam’s Animals Genesis 2:19

Does God Have A Big Toe? Marc Gellman & Ocsar de Mejo

SCRIPTURE SONG
Kazoos join in on the refrains
Refrain: All God's critters got a place in the choir

Some sing low, some sing higher

Some sing out loud on the telephone wire

And some just clap their hands, or paws or anything they got now

All God'’s Critters have a place in the Choir

Well, listen to the bass, it's the one on the bottom
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus
Moans and groans with a big to do

And the old cow just goes, 'Moo'

Well, the dogs and the cats they take up the middle
The honeybee hums and the crickets fiddle

The donkey brays and the pony neighs

The old coyote howls

Refrain:

Well, listen to the top where the little bird sings
The melody with the high voice ringing

The hoot owl hollers over everything

And the jaybird disagrees



Singing in the nighttime, singing in the day
The little duck quacks and he's on his way
The 'possum don't have much to say

And the porcupine talks to herself

Refrain:

Everybody here is a part of the plan

We all get to play in the great critter band

From the eagle in the sky to the whale in the sea
It's one great joyful symphony

Refrain: All God's critters got a place in the choir
Some sing low, some sing higher
Some sing out loud on the telephone wire
And some just clap their hands, or paws or anything they got now

SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7
*Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. *Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-19
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. ’Five of them were foolish, and five were

wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; *but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. *As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. ®But at midnight there was a shout, '‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' "Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. ®The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.' >But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you

and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' %And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. | ater the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.’ 2But he replied, 'Truly | tell
you, | do not know you.' *Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor
the hour. **For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. ®The one who
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. "’In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. ®But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master's money. ’After a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. °Then the one who had received the
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed
over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.' *His master said to
him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your

master.' 2And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.' 2His master
said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.' **Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
'Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; 5o | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' ?®But his master replied, 'You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and
gather where | did not scatter? *’Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with
interest. 2So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten

talents. *°For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

ELW #674

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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I Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Chnistis a - ble to make us one, at the ta-ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ingfruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-kenand secen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-ry-where!
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

A brief silence

God of love and laughter, we thank you that we are so wondrously created and
that we are made for relationship with you and with one another. We thank you
for laughter with friends and loved ones. We thank you for the laughter of
children, and the song it creates in our hearts. God of joy,

Hear our prayer.

By your great unending love, you inspire in us a spirit of imagination and
creativity. Help us to use that spirit to play more, to laugh more, and to create
beauty in every way possible. Remind us to laugh out loud, for doing so will heal
some of the wounds within us. Not all, but some. God of joy, Hear our prayer.

God, we pray for those who cannot find their laughter today. For those who are
grieving, or suffering illness of body, mind or spirit...for those who are lonely and
in need of someone to share their time and friendship... for those who have not
yet moved into the season and spirit of Easter and find themselves stuck in the
gloom of Good Friday. God of joy,

Hear our prayer.

May these and the troubles of all your people be soothed, blessed, and
comforted by your holy presence. May we each find the laughter within us that
sets our spirits free, and in that freedom, may we take your love into every part
of our lives. God of joy,

Hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

DONT EVEN THINK
ABOUT IT.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving and Laughing God. You love a cheerful giver and so giving thanks to you is
a good and a joyful task, to be done with smiles on our faces and laughter in our

hearts. Receive our time, talents and treasure along with our joyful hearts;
sharing the gifts of Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you up with joy,

fill you up with peace, so that your lives,

filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit,
will brim over with hope!

SENDING SONG Happy Day Vol. 1

DISMISSAL

Go in laughter; go in grace.
Keep the Lord in your heart
and a smile on your face.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Altar Guild for April: Shelley Hagenson

The radio broadcast this morning is given in loving memory of Elsie Ann Ritter’s birthday,
April 17", from her grandparents, Dave & Mary Peterson.
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Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
Ashley Hoffman, Communications:
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771
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~Hugh Sldey

Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Email: salemlminfo@gmail.com

Email: salem@wctatel.net
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“wou won't nead CDs and flash drives
here—everything is stored in the cloud.”

MIDDLETOWN
BAPTIST CHURCH
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WHOEVER  KEEPS
PRAYING FOR SNOW -
JE'RE IMPRESSED. NO

In aworld of confusion, Jesus is the clear choice,
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