Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills 1A 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Second Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2020 - 5:30 p.m.




SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are
a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God
promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s
love for all the world.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, all who need help!
Our help comes from God,

the one who made heaven and earth.
Come, all who desire blessing!

Our blessing comes from God,

the God of Abraham, the God of the ages.
Come, all who long for salvation!

Our salvation comes from Jesus Christ,
the one sent by God to save the world.

GATHERING HYMN Borning Cry ELW #732
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I | was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word 1 was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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1 re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.

'l ' be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I’ve be - gun.
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1 was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
If you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve -ning gent-ly clos-es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk till ris -ing sun.”
I'll be there as I have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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PROMISE OF GEACE ©© hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it, but that the world might be saved through
him. Through the saving love of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and blessed !z
PRAYEROFTHEDAY® * ¢ 4 < < ¢ ¢

0 God, durfeatféi*Sndguiae, ¥ the Wt diPot Babtisth y&if b¥ME ddto Hew bitH to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a
The Lorp said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that | will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing.
*| will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.”

%350 Abram went, as the LorD had told him: and Lot went with him.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? *For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. >For what
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
*Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. *But to one who
without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

BFor the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *If it is the adherents of the
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ">For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation.

'®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father
of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God. Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Return to the Lord, Your God ELW p.142
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
GOSPEL John 3:1-17

The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.



'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” >Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. ®What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do
not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ’Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

Mayvery truly, 1 tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if | tell you about heavenly things? >No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. **And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, °that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

'®“Eor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

17”Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW #735
We stand for the hymn of the day
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1 Moth-er-ing  God, you gave me birth in the bright
2 Moth-er-ing Christ, you took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth - er-ing Spir - it nur - tring one, in arms of
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morn - ing of this world. Cre - a - tor, source of ev - 'ty
me your food of light, grain. .. of life, and grape of
pa - tience hold me close, so that in faith )| root and
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breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.
love, your wver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - til )| flow’r, un - til I know.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS
Response to the prayers: Your mercy is great.

We will be seated for the prayers

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.

God of rebirth, empower your church throughout the world to be a voice of hope for those who
fear judgment or condemnation. Assure us of your faithfulness and give us confidence to proclaim
your salvation for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, your Spirit hovered over the waters and you called creation into being. Nurture and
bless all signs of rebirth around us: budding trees and new shoots, thawing lakes and warm breezes,
and animals awaking from hibernation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, lead the nations in your way of righteousness. Protect those who advocate for the
needs of children, migrants, and victims of violence. Give courage to lawmakers, lawyers, judges,
and law enforcement officers, guiding them to do justice and to love mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, give us a new vision of your healing power among us. Restore hope to those who
remain in the depths of depression or despair. Bring mercy and relief to those who are injured, sick,
or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



God of rebirth, we thank you for the children of this community and for the people and ministries
that care for them. Bless new and expectant parents. Console those who have lost children and
those whose desire for children remains unfulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, by wind and spirit you call us into life renewed. We give you thanks for all your
saints who have inherited your promises. Bring us, with them, into your everlasting kingdom. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to
you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
All may greet each other with a sign of peace.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186
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Cre-ate In me a clean heart, 0O God, and re-new a right
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

OFFERING PRAYER

Holy and generous God, by your word you show us your mercy and reveal to us your gift of grace.
Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may
know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us no into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.

Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, *F bless you, unbind you,
and send you in love and in peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson Altar Guild for March:
Pianist: Ruth Sheldon Linda Helgeson, Pat Thorson
Acolyte: Claire Levine

The radio broadcast Sunday morning is in loving memory of Ron Rasmusson’s birthday, March 12, from Karen.



Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey: 563-581-9965
Ashley Hoffman, Communications:

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184

Salem Office: 641.592.1771

Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Email: melindamcmc@gmail.com
Email: salemlminfo@gmail.com

Email: salem@wctatel.net



