Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord
Ash Wednesday
February 26, 2020 - 7:00 p.m.

ASH WEDNESDAY: Unbind Him To Seek and Save
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and
return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly
marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God,
we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to
make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the
world.
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THEME VERSE
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
OPENING HYMN
Our Father, We Have Wandered

Salem’s Mission and Vision
We are God forgiven and mission driven.
As God’s people...we desire to be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing,
growing, serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background,
experience or aptitude. Central to this is that we are a- forgiving, mission-driven
community, which means we all want to have an impact,
shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others.

John 11:44
ELW #606

INVOCATION AND LITANY
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Create in Me a Clean Heart

ELW #186

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! …
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
As we begin this Lenten season of repentance, let us confess our sins to God and
ask his forgiveness for the sake of Jesus our Savior.
Almighty God, we sin against you every day in our thoughts, words and actions.
Instead of following your will and listening to your Word, we follow our own
sinful desires and listen to the temptations of the world around us. Have mercy
on us and wash us clean from our sins. Help us to grow in grace and to walk in
your ways.
God has had mercy on us, sending his Son to be our Savior. Jesus suffered and died
on the cross for the sins of the world, for your sins and mine. He rose from death to
defeat the power of sin and death. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit!

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly
repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon
and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
All who desire are invited to come forward to receive ashes on their foreheads.
Pastors will mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return

HYMN FOR IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Savior, When in Dust to You
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WORD
FIRST LESSON
Ezekiel 37:11-14
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut
off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will
open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you
into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know
that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”
Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON
Romans 6:3-8
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him.
Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Return to the Lord, Your God
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

ELW p.142

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

SERMON HYMN

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 11:20-27, 38-44

So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary
remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do
you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is coming into the world.” … Then Jesus, deeply moved again,
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have

Chief of Sinners Though I Be
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord and Savior, in Baptism we are buried with you and raised to new life in your
name. Help us to live and speak and act as your forgiven saints, reaching out to
others in love and service in our homes, in our church and in our community. Lord
Jesus, you are the Resurrection and the Life,
Lead us to walk in newness of life.
Lord and Savior, when we stumble and fall into sin, as we do each day, forgive our
sins and raise us up again to follow in your footsteps. Help us to share comfort and
hope with those who are suffering, especially … and all those we name in our
hearts. Lord Jesus, you are the Resurrection and the Life,
Lead us to walk in newness of life.
Lord and Savior, we look forward to the day of your return, when we will hear your
command to come out from our graves. Changed and glorified, we will live in your
presence forever. Lord Jesus, you are the Resurrection and the Life,
Lead us to walk in newness of life.
Amen.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORDS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us no
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
SENDING HYMN

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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BLESSING
We were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order that, just
As Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
We too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
We shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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