Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450
Welcome to the House of the Lord
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Eighth Sunday after Epiphany
February 26, 2017 - 8:30 a.m.

***Larger print bulletins are available from the ushers.
PRELUDE

Sonata in D Major K. 288

BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (inspired by Mark 9:2-9, Matthew 17:1-9)
Holy God, we confess that we do not trust You fully.
We put our hope in worldly gain and in human promises,
and find ourselves defeated and lost when things fall apart.
You have given us a love more fully
than anything we could experience in this world
but we do not seek it, we do not hold on to it,
and we look to our own means of assurance and security.
Forgive us.
Call us back to You
that we may put our trust in You and not be afraid.
May we hear the words so clearly
as the disciples did on the day of the Transfiguration;
may we rise up, and not be afraid.
In the name of Jesus,
who loves us and offers us forgiveness, we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INTRODUCTION
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today
and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On the mount of transfiguration Jesus is revealed
as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces
his impending death in Jerusalem.

You are God’s Beloved;
with you, God is well pleased.
You are renewed and restored.
You are forgiven and loved.
You are a new creation in Christ,
everything old has passed away;
see, everything is becoming new.
Go and share the good news of God’s love. Amen.

Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757)

GATHERING HYMN

How Good, Lord, to be Here!
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WORD
FIRST READING
Exodus 24:12-18
Bible Page 78
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory of
the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain
God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
2 Peter 1:16-21
Bible Page 255
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of
the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CALL TO WORSHIP
God touches the world,
and the world changes.
God touches us,
and we are transformed.
In the brightest of day,
in the deepest of night,
on mountain,
in valley,
everywhere.
In this time, together, we invite God to open our eyes to the transformation of our lives.
And through the change –
we worship God. Alleluia!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of
Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to
enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SONG
God, Whose Almighty Word
Verse one will be sung before the reading of the gospel;
verse two will be sung after the reading of the gospel.
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GOSPEL
Matthew 17:1-9
Bible Page 19
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to his disciples in a
mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The gospel concludes: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

OFFERING

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Installation of Leaders of the Congregation
(See insert)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
A brief silence. Please respond at the end of each petition:
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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OFFERING SONG

This Little Light of Mine
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OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

Alleluia, Song of Gladness

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Come down from the mountain with mountain-like faith.
Walk on God's paths as bright, shining lights. Live in God's ways with faith, hope, and love.
Go into the world transformed and renewed!
Amen.
FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA
We are an Easter people.
And Alleluia is our song.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
The author of Ecclesiastes writes:
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.
A time to be born and a time to die.
A time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted.
A time to break down and a time to build up.
A time to weep and a time to laugh.
A time to mourn and a time to dance.
A time to keep silence and a time to speak.
As a sign of our repentance, we now say Farewell to the Alleluia until our rejoicing at the
resurrection of our Lord.

DISMISSAL
How good it is for us to be here.
Amen! Alleluia!
Go in peace and do not be afraid. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Assisting: Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Ushers: Jeremy & Janelle Gilbertson Family
Acolytes: Karli Helgeson and Madison Levine
Reader: Wayne Vanveldhuizen
Video Coordinator: Carol Abbey
Videographer: Hope Levine
February Altar Guild: Shelley Hagenson, Sharon Johnson, Pat Young
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The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast weekly on KIOW-FM 107.3.
Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2017 8:30 a.m. worship service broadcast on KIOW (107.3
FM) radio in Forest City. The service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable channel 2.
Call the office to reserve your dates. Cost for 2017 is $83.
Dates available: April 23, 30, May 7, 14, July 9, 16, Aug. 13, Sept. 3, 17, Oct. 29.

About Thrivent Choice
Thrivent Choice is a charitable grant program and a unique member benefit. Eligible Thrivent members
are designated Choice Dollars that they can direct to enrolled charities. They can even recommend
organizations to be added to the list of those eligible to receive Choice Dollars grant funding.
If you have available Choice Dollars®, now is the perfect time to make a direction. Direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars by March 31, 2017. Salem Lutheran Church is enrolled in Thrivent Choice. Since 2010,
eligible Thrivent members have used the program to help direct more than $270 million to nonprofits
nationwide.
If you’re eligible, you can direct Choice Dollars now:
Help the organizations you care about strengthen communities and change lives. Direct available
Choice Dollars now, following one of these easy steps:
●



We also have a sponsorship program for the live internet broadcast of the 8:30 a.m. worship service.
Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday. Call the office to reserve a date in 2017.
2017 Offering envelopes are on tables in the elevator entry.
Those worshiping February 18/19: 181

Giving: $11,754.30

The Chipped Inscriptions Class at Salem Lutheran Church will be held this
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Alzheimer’s: Get The Facts Educational Series
A series of meetings are designed to inform individuals how to identify Alzheimer’s, strategies for living
with Alzheimer’s and planning for the future. The series will be presented in three evening meetings
beginning at 7:00 p.m. and ending at 8:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room in the Lake Mills Care Center.
Brandi Folkerts, Lake Mills Care Center (LMCC) Director of Nursing and Chris Johnson, LMCC Social
Worker will be providing information and answering questions each evening. Coffee and cookies will
be provided. The series of classes are free and individuals may attend as many meetings as they wish.
The date and the information for the last meeting:
March 21
Preparing for the Future - Special guest speaker Amanda Green, LMCC Administrator

Go online at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
Call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.

THIS WEEK AT SALEM
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
8:30 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Praise Creature Choir – Choir Room; Coffee Fellowship – Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Faith Formation Gathering - Chapel
10:30 a.m. Faith Forming Worship - Chapel
1:00 p.m. Chipped Inscriptions Class – Fellowship Hall
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Food Shelf Open
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers - Lounge
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
2:15 - 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Instruction – Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. New Life Nutrition – Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice – Choir Room
7:15 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary
THURSDAY, MARCH 2
9:30 a.m. Grace Circle – Library, Rhoda Circle – Gloria Kvale; Sarah Circle – Mavis Bergo
2:00 p.m. Martha Circle - Library
5:00 p.m. Life & Growth Board - Library
SATURDAY, MARCH 4
5:30 p.m. Communion Worship – Chapel
SUNDAY, MARCH 5
8:30 a.m. Communion Worship – Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Faith Formation – Chapel; Coffee Fellowship – Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. First Communion Class
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Communion Worship – Fellowship Hall
NO PRAISE CHOIR MARCH 5.
Readings for next Sunday: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11

Farewell.
SALEM CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey: 563-581-9965
Email: melindamcmc@gmail.com
Ashley Hoffman, Communications:
Email: salemlminfo@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Email: salem@wctatel.net

