Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

***Larger print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Welcome to the House of the Lord
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 22, 2017 - 8:30 a.m.

BELLS

PRELUDE

Andante Cantabile

Joseph Hayden (1732-1809)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
With our feet still wet from the waters of our baptism, we have sinned yet again.
Ever dependent on the grace of God, let us affirm our brokenness and trust God’s goodness
to carry us through to a new day, with a new name, and a new song.
God of our baptismal waters,
You sent the Baptist to point to your Son.
But too often, we abandon his message and point only to ourselves.
We point to our worship preferences rather than the God we worship.
We point to our status rather than the grace that makes us all equal.
We point to our values rather than the One who has always valued everyone.
We point to our traditions rather than to the One who calls us to let go.
We point to our past rather than to the One who calls us into the future.
Forgive us, Lord, for pointing in all the wrong directions.
(A time for silent confession can be made)

INTRODUCTION

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus
the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font,
and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in
the net of God’s grace and mercy.

God of our baptismal hope,
Forgive us when we do not wait patiently for your direction.
Forgive us when we are too patient with our misdirection.
Hold our gaze on your baptismal promise
sealed in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.
Through the power of your Spirit,
give us the courage to speak what we have seen
and point to the One who takes away the sins of the world.
In the name of your son, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God called each of us before we were even born.
It is God who named us and it is God who claims us.
It is in the light of God’s love for us that we are forgiven. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 27)
The Lord is our light and our salvation!
Why should we be afraid?
The Lord is the stronghold of our life!
What have we to fear?
Let us shout with joy to God!
Let us sing and make music before our God.
GATHERING SONG

Dearest Jesus, At Your Word

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
ELW 520

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
Bible Page 706
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced defeat, but they are assured that
their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will
experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from
everything that diminishes or oppresses them. The people in the northern parts of Israel have
experienced “gloom” and “darkness” because of the destruction wrought by Assyrian military
forces. To these people, the prophet announces the shining of a great light of salvation.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Bible Page 180
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the
gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but
to Christ who was crucified for us. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center
of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL SONG
God, Whose Almighty Word
Verse one will be sung before the reading of the gospel;
verse two will be sung after the reading of the gospel.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel concludes: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

ELW 673

Bible Page 4

SERMON SONG

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore

ELW 187

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING SONG

This Little Light of Mine

LW 677

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
A brief silence.
Please respond at the end of each petition:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Jesus, the light of the world, calls us to follow. Go and tell the news of God’s love.
Cast the nets of grace wide, that all may see the glory of God. Go forth and shine with God’s light!
May God—Source, Word, and Spirit—bless you with the radiance of love. Amen.
SENDING SONG

I Love to Tell the Story

ELW 661

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Assisting: Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Ushers: Delane & Darlene Behr
Acolytes: Tyler Christian & Morgan Christian
Reader: Harris Honsey
Video Coordinator: Carol Abbey
Videographer: Hope Levine
January Altar Guild: Candy Hanna & Medara Winter
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
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permission. All rights reserved.

The radio broadcast this morning is given in loving memory of Fran Christiansen’s birthday,
January 24th, from Roger.
The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast weekly on KIOW-FM 107.3.
Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2017 8:30 a.m. worship service broadcast on KIOW
(107.3 FM) radio in Forest City. The service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable channel 2.
Call the office to reserve your dates. Cost for 2017 is $83.
Dates available: March 26, April 23, 30, May 7, 14, June 11, July 9, 16, Aug. 13, Sept. 3, 17,
Oct. 15, 22, 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19, Dec. 10.
We also have a sponsorship program for the live internet broadcast of the 8:30 a.m. worship
service. Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday. Call the office to reserve a date in 2017.
Pledges may still be returned to the office.
2017 Offering envelopes are on tables in the elevator entry.
Salem’s Annual Meeting will be held today at 10:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m. Worship followed by brunch at 9:30 a.m. No Faith Formation or 10:30 service.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

If any Salem members are interested in attending the Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly,
June 9-11 at Luther College in Decorah, please contact the office or Brad Evenson ASAP.
We need 3 delegates to represent Salem.

STEPHEN MINISTRY – is a caring ministry by lay people for their brothers and sisters in Christ.
We are about to start a new training session of forty plus hours to help sharpen their gifts and
talents of caring for people, learning to walk alongside those who are hurting, bringing Jesus’
healing presence into the relationship. Please keep these new trainees in your prayers as they
prepare to be God’s ministers in your midst. Stephen Ministry is a shared ministry between
One in Christ, Our Savior’s and Salem.

Alzheimer’s: Get The Facts Educational Series
A series of meetings are designed to inform individuals how to identify Alzheimer’s, strategies
for living with Alzheimer’s and planning for the future. The series will be presented in three
evening meetings beginning at 7:00 p.m. and ending at 8:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room in the
Lake Mills Care Center. Brandi Folkerts, Lake Mills Care Center (LMCC) Director of Nursing
and Chris Johnson, LMCC Social Worker will be providing information and answering questions
each evening. Coffee and cookies will be provided. The series of classes are free and
individuals may attend as many meetings as they wish.
The dates and the information for each meeting are listed below.
February 21 Living Each Day - Special Guest Speaker - Lois Johnson
March 21

Preparing for the Future - Special guest speaker Amanda Green, LMCC Administrator

This Week at Salem
SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
8:30 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Stewardship Lunch – Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting – Fellowship Hall
MONDAY, JANUARY 23
2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Food Shelf Open
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
1:45 p.m. Mills Harbour Communion
2:30 p.m. LMCC Communion
2:30 - 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Instruction – Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m. Good Samaritan – Lounge
6:00 p.m. New Life Nutrition – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Youth Group – Room #9
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
5:30 p.m. Worship – Chapel
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
8:30 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Faith Formation – Chapel; Coffee Fellowship – Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Faith Forming Worship - Chapel
Readings for next Sunday: Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12
Those worshiping January 14/15: 164

Giving January 1-8: $7633.60

Save the Date for a Chipped Inscriptions Class
at Salem Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 26 at 1:00 p.m.
Details and examples will follow!
SALEM CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey: 563-581-9965
Email: melindamcmc@gmail.com
Ashley Hoffman, Communications:
Email: salemlminfo@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Email: salem@wctatel.net

