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Salem Lutheran Church

OUTREACH
February 2018

We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:

Sunday:

8:30 a.m. dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂůWorship Service

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship- Fellowship Hall 

9:45 a.m. &ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ– Chapel

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

Saturday:

5:30 p.m. Casual Worship

MISSION

^ĂůĞŵ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ �ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�

ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ �Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀ ĞŶĞƐƐ͕ �ŚŽƉĞ͕�ƉĞĂĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘�

Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We

seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the

ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕ �ďŽƚŚ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ǁ ŚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�

ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů�

ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀ Ğ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĂŐĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĞƌǀ ĂŶƚƐ͕ �

following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one

lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others. 

Pastor Joel Guttormson
641.596.0535 ~ joelguttormson@gmail.com

Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965 ~ melindamcmc@gmail.com

Helen Rice, Church Secretary
641.592.1771 ~ salem@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist
641.592.0184

Ashley Hoffman, Communications Director
641.590.3087 ~ SalemLMinfo@gmail.com
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A Message from Pastor Joel Guttormson...

WHAT IS A CHURCH?

Maybe before we can talk about what it means to be a church member its

helpful to ask, what is a church?

For many who consider themselves to be “lifelong members,” the church is

your family. Nearly all members are somehow related by birth or marriage.

dŚŝƐ�ŝŵĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞůǇ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�

ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘�KŶĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ďĞ�ƐŚƵŶŶĞĚ͕ �ŵŽǀ Ğ�Ăǁ ĂǇ�Žƌ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ůĞĚ�

astray – like the prodigal son – ďƵƚ�ůĞĂǀ ŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƌĞũĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�

ůĞĂǀ ŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƌĞũĞĐƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘

There is biblical precedent for seeing the church as family. Paul writes to the

Ephesians, “Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor

your father and mother’ – this is the first commandment with a promise that 

it will be well with you and you may live long on the earth. And, fathers, do

not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and

ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͟ �;�ƉŚĞƐŝĂŶƐ�ϲ ͗ ϭ-4).

The challenge of the church as family model is how out of sync it has become

with the understanding of what it means today to be “family.” Some

ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀ Ğ͕�ƐŚƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽůĚĞƌ�ƐŽŶ�

did in the parable of the prodigal son. Some new to the family church, those

who have been shunned, or are considered the “black sheep” in the family,

can struggle for years to be adopted into community defined as a “family 

church.” One can’t belong to the church if you’re not –or no longer –

considered part the family.

Some churches have adopted the image of church as being part of the team.

Proponents of this church metaphor would say Jesus modeled team ministry

ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͘��ī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŽĐĐƵƌƐ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�

there’s a sense of a common goal related to its sense of mission and

ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘�D ĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵůůǇ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�

ƚŽ�ǁ ŝŶ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�Ăůů�ƐŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƉŽƌƚƐ�ƐĞĞŵ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ����

ĂůůĞŐŝĂŶĐĞƐ͕ �ŝƚ ͛ Ɛ�ƚĞŵƉƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚŽƉƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŶĂůŽŐǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

winning teams in which to belong.

February 2018
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Altar Guild

Feb. 6th at 7pm

Altar Guild for February

Doris Tweed

Pat Thorson

Mission Quilters

Monday, Feb. 12th at 1:00pm

t �>����D ĞĞƟŶŐ

E Ž�t �>���ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ

Communion Schedule

Sundays, Feb. 4th and 18th (8:30)

Sundays, Feb. 4th , 11th, 18th and

25th (10:30)

Saturdays, Feb. 3rd and 17th

Mills Harbour & LMCC

Wednesday, Feb. 28th

Birthdays: Grace Circle

Program: Martha Circle

Salem Women of the ELCA

February Worship Schedule

Saturdays:

Casual worship at 5:30 pm in the lounge

Sundays:

dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�ϴ͗ϯϬĂŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ

 Coffee fellowship at 9:30am in the fellowship hall 

Contemporary worship service at 10:30am in the sanctuary

Wednesdays: Beginning February 21st

Soup and Study in the fellowship hall from 6-7pm

Lenten service at 7:15 in the sanctuary
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Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2018 8:30 a.m.
worship service broadcast on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in Forest
City. The service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable
channel 2. Call the office to  reserve your dates.  Cost for 2018 is 
$83.

Available dates are:
March 25 June 10, 17 Oct. 7, 14, 21
April 1, 22, 29 July 8, 15, 29 Nov. 4, 11
May 6, 20 August 5, 19 Dec. 2, 23, 30

Sept. 2, 16

Understanding Grief & Loss

Sponsored by Hospice of North Iowa

*6 week program for adults grieving a death

*FREE but space is limited

ΎZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ϭƐƚ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ

Spring 2018 schedule:

ϲ�ĐŽŶƐĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�D ŽŶĚĂǇ��ǀ ĞŶŝŶŐƐ�Ε�ϲ ͗ ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ - 8:00 p.m.

March 26th – April 30th

Hospice of North Iowa

232 – 2nd Street SE - Mason City

Call 1-800-297-4719 or 641-428-6208 to pre-register

February 2018
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There is also biblical precedent for seeing the church as a team. Paul writes to

the church in Corinth, “Do you not know that in a race the runners all

compete, but only one receives the prize?” Run in such a way that you may

ǁ ŝŶ�ŝƚ ͙ ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƌƵŶ�ĂŝŵůĞƐƐůǇ͕�ŶŽƌ�ďŽǆ�ĂƐ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ďĞĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝƌ͖�ďƵƚ�ƉƵŶŝƐŚ�

your body and enslave it, so not to be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). In 

Hebrews, Paul talks about being surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

who inspire us to “run with perseverance the race that is set before

us” (Hebrews 12:1).

dŚĞƌĞ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�Ă�ĐĂƉƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�Ăůů�ƉůĂǇ�ƚŽ�ǁ ŝŶ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�

some be disqualified who lack skill or ability? The challenge of the “team 

church” can be to define who’s on the roster, who gets benched, traded, or 

cut from the team. Too many remember being the one picked last to be on

the team, there were those who were stuck on the sidelines. In the team

metaphor there will always be winners and losers and maybe too much

ĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ěƌŝǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ͘�, Žǁ �ĂƌĞ�

all members enabled to be fully embraced into community defined as a 

“team church?”

One of the most helpful metaphors for the church can be found in a number

ŽĨ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ͕ �ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƩ ĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�WĂƵů͘�, ĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŽĨ͕ �͞ ŽŶĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͟ �ŶŽƚ�Ăůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ͕ �

ďƵƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŐŝŌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ěŝī Ğƌ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂĐĞ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ͘ �̂ Ž ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ǁ ŚŽ�

are many are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of one

another (Romans 12:3-8).

ZĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�Žƌ�ĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ďĞůŽŶŐ͊

Embroiled in divisions over leadership, morality, doctrine, the roles of

ǁ ŽŵĞŶ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďƵƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͛ Ɛ�̂ ƵƉƉĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�

ŐŝŌƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŽŶŐƵĞƐ͖ �ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽǀ ĞƌƐŝĞƐ͕ �WĂƵů�

ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ǁ ƌŝƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽĨ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚ ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�Ăůů�ďĂƉƟǌĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŽŶĞ�ďŽĚǇ�–

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we are all made to drink of one Spirit.

The body does not consist of one member but of many. All members are

indispensable, if one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one    

member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now, already, you belong. As

Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďĂƉƟƐŵ͕ �ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůůǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�

ŽĨ�ŝƚ ͘ ��Ɛ�Ă�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͛ Ɛ�ďŽĚǇ͕�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�

cut off, or cut yourself off, the body suffers (1 Corinthians 12). 
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SALEM RECORDS January

Memorials

Dorothy Honsey: General Fund $10

Morris Levorson: General Fund $10, Altar Guild $20

Leo Schmidthuber: Cemetery $10, General Fund $160

Funerals

Leo Schmidthuber

�ĂƉƟƐŵƐ

Jayce Kameron Roy

In a culture that can seem so fragmented and increasingly more isolated

ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵĂǇďĞ�ŝƚ͛ Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�

body of Christ. “[And] speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every

way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined

and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part

working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in

love” (Ephesians 4:15-16).

As it used to be sung as children in Sunday School, “I am the church! You are

the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all around the

world! Yes, we’re the church together! The church is not a building, the

ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƐƚĞĞƉůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�Ă�ƌĞƐƟŶŐ�ƉůĂĐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝƐ�Ă����

people.

Shalom

Pastor Joel

February 2018
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admit our own truth regarding which Jesus we prefer. Otherwise, all too

ŽŌĞŶ͕ �:ĞƐƵƐ�ĞŶĚƐ�ƵƉ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚƌŽƩ ĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ũƵƐƟĨǇ�ŵŽƌĂů�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ĂƐ�ŝĨ�

God were not a part of the picture.

A word about grammar may be useful here. The “I AM” statements in John

ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚǁ Ž�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ͗ �ƚŚĞ�ĂďƐŽůƵƚĞ�͞ /��D ͟ �ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�

ƋƵĂůŝĮ Ğƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�͞ /��D ͟ �ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉƌĞĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟǀ Ğ͘�1 And yet

ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ďŽƚŚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽůĚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘��ĂĐŚ�ƟŵĞ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƐĂǇƐ͕ �͞ /��D ͕ ͟ �ƚŚĞ�

ĞŶƟƌĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�͞ /��D ͟ �ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƚĂŶĚƐ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞǀ ĞůĂƟŽŶ͘ ��ŶĚ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�

ƟŵĞ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƐĂǇƐ͕ �͞ /��D �ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ͕�/��D �ƚŚĞ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ ͟ �ƚŚĞ�ĨƵůůͲ

ness of the absolute “I AM” statements stands behind this claim. When we

keep this in mind, we begin to see that if we try to separate God and the

t ŽƌĚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŇĞƐŚ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ŵŝƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ�ĂůƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘

�ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƋƵŽƚĂƟŽŶ͕ �ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�WŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ďŽĂƌĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�

throughout social media: “I AM. Two of the most powerful words; for what

ǇŽƵ�ƉƵƚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͘͟ �dŚŝƐ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ƵƐ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞ�

ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƉƵƚƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�͞ /��D ͟ �ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�' ŽƐƉĞů�ŽĨ�:ŽŚŶ�ƐŚĂƉĞƐ�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͘

Is church still on? /ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇĞĂƌ�

ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ǁ Ğ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĂǇ�ĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞĂƚŚĞƌ͊ �

If we have an emergency schedule change, we will

ŶŽƟĨǇ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ŵĞĚŝĂ͗

KIOW Radio 107.3 FM (Forest City)

KIMT TV Channel 3

www.salemlakemills.com

Email– go to “Salem News” on the right hand side of

the website and select “subscribe to email updates”
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MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

7:15 PM IN THE SANCTUARY

dŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�Ă�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ŵĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞ�/��D ͕ �

not us as church members, but as God the Great I AM. Our Midweek Lenten

t ŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ǁ ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ďǇ��ƌ͘�<ĂƌŽůŝŶĞ�>Ğǁ ŝƐ͕ ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�ŽĨ�WƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�

at Luther Seminary in St. Paul; a foremost scholar of the Gospel of John. Lewis

is the author of John: Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries (Fortress

Press, 2014). A contributor to the weekly podcast series Working Preacher,

she has this to say about this year’s Lenten theme:

Working Preacher’s Lenten Series this year focuses on the “I AM” statements

ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�' ŽƐƉĞů�ŽĨ�:ŽŚŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŬĞ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŵĂͲ

ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�' ŽĚ�ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ŇĞƐŚ͘ �>Ğƚ�ŵĞ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�-- God becoming flesh. The 

cross is many things; but first, it is the death of God. Let that sink in. The “I 

AM” statements are more than just a novelty of the Fourth Gospel -- they

ƌĞǀ ĞĂů͕�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĨƵůůŶĞƐƐ�;:ŽŚŶ�ϭ͗ ϭϲͿ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘ �͞ Kďǀ ŝŽƵƐůǇ͕͟ �ǇŽƵ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�

be thinking.

But Lent is the season to remember one very important thing about what it

ŵĞĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ͗ �that when Jesus goes to the cross, there goes God.

Jesus as this one-and- ŽŶůǇ�' ŽĚ͕ �ƚŚŝƐ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�' ŽĚ�;:ŽŚŶ�ϭ͗ ϭϴͿ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƟǀ Ğ�

ĐůĂŝŵ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŝƚǇ͘�zĞƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ǁ ŚĂƚ͛ Ɛ�ƐĂŝĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ���

Jesus has the tendency to divide Jesus’ humanity from Jesus’ divinity. Our

Christologies seem comfortable with choosing one or the other, depending

ŽŶ�ǁ ŚŽŵ�ǁ Ğ�ŶĞĞĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƟŵĞ�Žƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ�-- or, for a certain

purpose. The Gospel of John reminds us -- which, during Lent, is an especially

important thing to remember -- that to believe in Jesus is to hold the fullness

of Jesus’ humanity and Jesus’ divinity together.

“What difference does this make?,” you might be asking. Well, when we col-

lapse Jesus’ humanity into Jesus’ divinity, it gets harder to imagine the pur-

ƉŽƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƚŚŽƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ͘ ��ŌĞƌ�Ăůů͕�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�' ŽĚ�ŶĂŝůĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƚƌĞĞ͕�ƚŽ�

what extent was that true suffering? And when we minimize Jesus’ divinity, it 

becomes easy to reduce Jesus to an above-average teacher, miracle worker,

and advocate for the poor.

dŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�>ĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐ�ƚƌƵƚŚƐ�-- and how to
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Update from the Council...
Salem Church Council January 8, 2018

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�̂ ĐŽƩ �, ĂŐĞŶƐŽŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ ϯϬ�WD ͘ �D ĞŵďĞƌƐ�

present: Kathy Chose, Ashley Hoffman, Stephanie Steffens, Wayne VanVeld-

huizen, Mike Swenson, Sondra Nelson, Deb Throne, Willie Skellenger, Linda

Helgeson, Brad Evenson, Heidi Obermeyer, Pastor Melinda McCluskey and

WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�' ƵƩ ŽƌŵƐŽŶ͘

�Ğǀ ŽƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ�WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů͘

Secretary’s Report: It was moved by Deb and seconded by Wayne to accept

ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͘

All approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported month end balance in checkbook of:

$19,180.00. Total income for Dec. was $38,023.23 with expenses of

$30,966.74. Discussion was held regarding the 2018 proposed budget.

, ĞĂƟŶŐ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘

Financial Secretary’s Report: �Ğď�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ��ǀ ĞƌĂŐĞ�ǁ ĞĞŬůǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�

Ψϱ͕ ϰϴϬ͘��ǀ ĞƌĂŐĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ϮϬϭϳ �ŽĨ�ΨϮϰ͕ ϮϬϰ͘ ���ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�

ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�t ĂǇŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ��ƌĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ͘

Board of Worship and Music: Kathy reported that the board has developed

Ăƚ�ũŽď�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�Ă��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�t ŽƌƐŚŝƉ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�

ůŝŶĞ�ŝƚĞŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͕ �ŶŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ăů�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘ �dŚĞ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂĚǀ ĞƌƟƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞŬ�

ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ͕ �ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ �ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů͘

Board of Stewardship: Wayne reported that the board had not met. Upcom-

ing merger with Worship and Music board will kick off the new year. 

Board of Youth: Sondra reported that the board has met and has planned

several events for the new year. Sunday Feb. 18 will be a family game day-

ǁ ĂƚĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘

Board of Life and Growth: Willie reported the board is beginning the plan-

ning of events for 2018.

Board of Property and Management: E Ž�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ͘ ��ƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐƵƐƚŽͲ

ĚŝĂů�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘
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Lead Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�:ŽĞů�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌĂů�

ĂĐƚƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŽĨ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘�E ŽƟŶŐ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞƐ͕ �ĂƩ ĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ͕�

ĂŶĚ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŽƌƐŚŝƉ͘ �̂ ĂĨĞŐƵĂƌĚŝŶŐ�' ŽĚ͛ Ɛ��ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁ ŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�

stages. Joshua Group – Discernment Retreat is Jan. 13 from 8:30 to 3:30, all

ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ͘

Associate Pastor’s Report: WĂƐƚŽƌ�D ĞůŝŶĚĂ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�Ă�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�

pastoral acts during the month of December.

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ͗ �Ashley reported that she will be using

&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƉĐŽŵŝŶŐ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ͘ ����

ZĞŵŝŶĚĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞĚ͘ ��ĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�EĞǁ ƐůĞƩ Ğƌ�ŝƐ�:ĂŶ͘ �Ϯϯ ͘ �<ĞĞƉ������

ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �

Everyone should feel free to take pictures of events also and she will post

those also.

It was moved by Mike, seconded by Sondra to accept the above reports. All

approved.

Old Business: Discussion regarding filling board terms was held. There are 

some open spots on boards. With the merger of the Board of Worship and

D ƵƐŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ͕ �Ă�ŶĞǁ �ďŽĂƌĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ Ăů͘�

Discernment retreat will be held on Saturday Jan. 13 in the fellowship hall.

dŚĞ��ŶŶƵĂů�D ĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŚĞůĚ�ŽŶ�:ĂŶ͘ �Ϯϴ͘�KŶĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŚĞůĚ�Ăƚ�

9:30 with meal following. Pulled pork sandwiches are being donated by the

Don & Ila Grothe family. Please bring a salad or dessert to pass.

New Business: Approval of the budget for 2018 – ��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�t ŝůͲ

ůŝĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�<ĂƚŚǇ͘��ůů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ͘ ��ƉƉƌŽǀ Ăů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽď�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�

the Contemporary Worship Coordinator- ��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�D ŝŬĞ�ĂŶĚ�

seconded by Brad. All approved.

KƵƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŚĞůĚ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϮ͕ �ϮϬϭϴ�Ăƚ�ϱ͗ ϯϬƉŵ͘

��ŵŽƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂĚũŽƵƌŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ��Ğď�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�t ĂǇŶĞ͘��ůů�������������

approved.

t Ğ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ͛ Ɛ�WƌĂǇĞƌ͘

ZĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůůǇ�̂ ƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ͕

Heidi Obermeyer

February 2018

11

Faith Formation Upcoming Events

FEBRUARY

18 Play and Pray at 9:35am; 4 year old-2nd grade sing at 10:30 service; First

Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents at 9:30am; FAMILY GAME DAY

25 First Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents

MARCH

4 First Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents

11 First Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents

18 Play and Pray 9:35am; First Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents

25 Palm Sunday, 4 year olds-2nd grade sing at 10:30 service;

First Communion Class for 5th Graders/Parents

29 Maundy Thursday; 5th Graders 1st Communion

APRIL

1 EASTER - �ŐŐ�, ƵŶƚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ

22 Play and Pray at 9:35am; 4 year olds -2nd grade SING at 10:30 service

MAY

13 >ĂƐƚ��ĂǇ�ŽĨ�&ĂŝƚŚ�&ŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͖ �WůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂǇ�Ăƚ�ϵ ͗ ϯϱĂŵ͖ �ϰ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽůĚƐ-2nd

graders sing at 10:30 service
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LENTEN SOUP AND STUDY

6:OO – 7:00 PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 21, 2018

dŚŝƐ�>ĞŶƚ͕ �ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŶĚǁ ŝĐŚĞƐ�Žī ĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶĮ ƌŵĂƟŽŶ�

ǇŽƵƚŚ ͕ �ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌƐ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƟŶŐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌ�Ăƚ�

ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĂďůĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŚĞůƉĨƵů�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ĐĂůůĞĚ͕ �͞ /��D ����, hZ�, �

MEMBER” by the author Thom S. Rainer.

dŚŽŵ�ŝƐ�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ���K�ŽĨ�>ŝĨĞt ĂǇ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘ ���ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉĂƐͲ

ƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌ͕�ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚǁ ĞŶƚǇ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽĂƵƚŚŽƌĞĚ�

the No. 1 best seller Simple Church. In the acknowledgements he shares his

ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �͞ ƚŚŝƐ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƚŽŵĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�

ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁ ŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�ŐŝŌ�ŽĨ�ďĞͲ

longing to the body of Christ.”

Salem’s Church Council and many of our leaders have read this book and

ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƚŚŝŶŬ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�

ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝĨĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ͘ �t Ğ�ŚŽƉĞ�ŝƚ�ďĞĐŽŵĞƐ�

ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�͞ E Ğǁ �ĂŶĚ�ZĞŶĞǁ ŝŶŐ�D ĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ͟ �ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀ Ğ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�

shared in last December’s Outreach.

dŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ďǇ�Ɛŝǆ�ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�

ten pages in length. At each of our midweek Lenten meals we try discussing

ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉŝĐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶƐǁ ĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�Žƌ�Į ǀ Ğ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�

end of each chapter. We currently have twenty-five books available and some 

ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ŵĂǇ�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ͘ �/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�

copy to preview they will be available in the Narthex beginning the first     

Sunday in February. You need not read the book to enjoy a good bowl of soup

ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƐĂŶĚǁ ŝĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƵƐƵĂů�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ĨĞůůŽǁ ƐŚŝƉ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�D ŝĚǁ ĞĞŬ�>ĞŶƚĞŶ�

worship in the Sanctuary.




