
INTRODUCTION

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray
impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave
far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity.
She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great
importance.
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GATHERING

PRELUDE Prelude in Classic Style Gordon Young

BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN HONOR OF ALL VETERANS

“A World War I Commemoration Message to All Americans”
WHEREAS, a century ago 4.7 million American families sent their sons and daughters off to World War I;

WHEREAS, the resources of our entire nation were brought to bear on the war effort;
WHEREAS, 116,516 Americans gave their lives in the war, and more than 200,000 were wounded;
WHEREAS, in November 2018 the world will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Armistice that

ended the fighting in World War I at 11:00 a.m., November 11, 1918 –
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the World War I Centennial Commission does hereby call upon
all Americans across the nation to pause at 11:00 a.m. on November 11, 2018 and recognize,
commemorate, and give thanks for the service and sacrifice of those who served in World War I.

Terry Hamby Chairman WWI Centennial Commission



GATHERING HYMN This is My Song ELW #887

ARMISTICE COMMEMORATION AND VETERANS DAY PRAYER
As we commemorate the 100 Anniversary of the Armistice and celebrate Veterans Day, we remember
in our prayers and give thanks for the sacrifice and service of men and women who have served in the
U.S. military in the interest of freedom, peace and justice here and throughout the world.

O God, Awaken our nation to care for veterans and others who have experienced the stress and
trauma of war or other military conflicts. Inspire us to promote the well-being of those who have put
themselves in the service of others.
Comforting God, Watch over the children, spouses and families of all those who serve in the military.

May they find comfort and care in our congregations, among supportive communities and through

military chaplains and the ministry of Veterans Affairs.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope,
who guides us to springs of the water of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom.
Amen.

One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin against God and one
another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

O God, our merciful redeemer,
we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face. We turn
our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy,
forgive our sin and strengthen us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ his sake, God forgives
you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of God.

KYRIE



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the
fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the
treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:8-16
8The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9“Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he
came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a
little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring
me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only
a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go
home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be
afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards
make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will
not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15She
went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of meal
was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 146
Today’s psalm will be spoken responsively beginning with the pulpit side
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while have my being.
3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.

4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish.
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God;

6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.

The LORD sets the captive free.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

the LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,

but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Hebrews 9:24-28
24Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself again and
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26for then he
would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared
once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it is appointed for
mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44
The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

38As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.
They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the
crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.
44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had, all she had to live on.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be ELW #685

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles Creed

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

O God, preserve your church from empty piety. Stir up our will to act with mercy and compassion.
Keep our bishops, pastors, teachers, and all who proclaim your good news strong in faith. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.



Provide all living things with sufficient food and clean water. Make us ever mindful of the farmers and
laborers who supply us with food, and open our hands to share what we have received. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bow down to meet those who are trampled. Greet them with mercy, and give new life to those who
feel overwhelmed or broken by discrimination, grief, or illness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bless the ministries in our community that reach out to people who are unnoticed or neglected. Give
us a common vision of justice that eliminates hunger, greed, and self-righteousness. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bind us together with the saints of every time and place until we join them around your throne. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING The Potter’s Hand Senior Choir

OFFERING HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need. The bread we break and the wine
we pour come from you. As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your love; let that love flow
through us to others; and join us to the saints before us in a holy and boundless communion; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit be your guide and
strength, now and forevermore.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand ELW #441

7 Fold Amen Senior Choir



DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Assisting: Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Usher: Sam Hagenson

Acolytes: Isabelle Schoonover, Tasha Swanson
Reader: Olivia Schoonover
Altar Guild for November: Sharon Johnson, Pat Young

The radio broadcast this morning is given in memory of loved ones from Lois Johnson and family.

The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast weekly on KIOW-FM 107.3.
Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2018 8:30 a.m. worship service broadcast on KIOW (107.3
FM) radio in Forest City. The service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable channel 2.

Needed: 8:30 ushers for November and December. Sign-up sheet is in the back of the church, please
consider helping. Thank you!

Readings for next week: Daniel 12:1-3, Psalm 16, Hebrews 10:11-25, Mark 13:1-8

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open Mondays from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Donations of new socks & underwear are needed. Thank you for your help.

Monday Mornings on Lake Street
There’s a pot of coffee and goodies available on Monday mornings

in the Lounge at Salem from 8 – 10:00 a.m.

Stop by and visit, have a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate
and a goody, visit with friends. Bring a friend!

Call the office if you would like to provide goodies some Monday!
Free-will donation.

BABY FOOD JARS w/LIDS NEEDED For a 2019 VBS Project
We will be making snow globes during VBS in 2019. We need baby food jars. Please save any size
(maybe not the tiny jars) and bring to Salem’s Narthex (there will be a box ready to receive the
jars). We will need over 100 jars. We won’t be able to do this craft if we do not get enough jars, so
please place them in the box in the narthex throughout the next 7 months. Thank you!

Senior Choir practices Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room.
All are welcome to attend. Contact Kathy Nelson with any questions.

The Creature Praise Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the choir room.
Youth Grades 3-7 are welcome to attend. Contact Kathy Nelson with any questions.



November Family Event…Cosmic Bowling
Sunday, November 18

th
from 2 to 4pm at SuperBowl in Forest City.

We would love for you to join us in some family fun. If you have interest, please let us
know on the new Family Bulletin Board outside Pastor’s office, so we can give the
bowling alley an estimate on how many lanes to reserve.

Reserve your special date to sponsor a 2019 8:30 a.m. radio broadcast. The 8:30 a.m. worship
service is heard on KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in Forest City and on cable channel 2. Cost for 2019 is
$83.
CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR DATE - 641.592.1771.

2019 BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE:
Jan. 6, March 3, 24, 31, April 21, 25, May 5, 12, June 9, 30, July 14, 21, 28,

Aug. 4, 18, Sept. 1, 15, Oct. 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17, Dec. 1, 8, 22, 29

Church Dashboard for Contributions 11/5/2018
LAST SUNDAY, 11/4/18: $6,390

Year-to-date as of 11/5/18: $227,442 - Last year as of 11/5/17: $235,368
DIFFERENCE YEAR-TO-DATE: -$7926

Attendance: Those worshiping November 3/4: 220

Ongoing Financial Needs: Remember whether you are at worship or on vacation, Salem still
needs to keep working. We need $6,500-$7,000 per week to do the Lord’s work.

Salem’s Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service

will be held Wednesday, November 21st at

7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Please note the change of time.

All are welcome to attend.

Salem Advent/Christmas Schedule

Mid-Week Advent Services – 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

Wednesdays, November 28 – December 19

There will be no confirmation class –

Youth will attend the Advent Service

Sunday Advent Services – 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Sundays, December 2 – 23

Hospice Tree of Life Service – Thursday, December 6 at 6:00 p.m.-

Held in the Fellowship Hall

Faith Formation Christmas Program – December 9 at 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship – Dec. 24, 5:00 & 10:30 p.m.

A Cup of Christmas Tea

Saturday, December 1st - 9:30 am at Bethany Lutheran Church, Joice IA
The Bethany WELCA invites you to their Annual Program,

“A Cup of Christmas Tea” Tickets – Adults $8.00 Children 12 & under
$5.00 and will be available in mid-November.

Contact Terry Anonson (588-3129) or Mardene Lien (588-3383).



Salem Faith Formation

Christmas Program
Sunday, December 9 - 10:30 a.m.

 Faith Formation Offering for months of Nov and Dec will be collecting warm,
waterproof, snow mittens and gloves of all sizes. These will stay local and be dispersed by
Joan Krull to those in need. If you would like to donate, please hang them on the Christmas
tree outside of the chapel.

 High School Youth Group will be meeting on Wednesday nights at 7pm in the youth
room. All High School students welcome… bring a friend! Questions? Contact Abby Holtan.

 T-shirt/Sweatshirt Youth Fundraiser orders are due Nov 15th. Please contact Jennifer

Sauer with any questions.

December 5 - Christmas program practice for 3rd thru 6th grade. Preschool thru 2nd grade will just
practice December 2nd & 9th during FF time. 12/8 Sat morning practice has been canceled.

December 16 - FF will be 9-10:30am. We will be showing movie “The Star”.

THIS WEEK AT SALEM
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Praise Creature Choir– Choir Room; Faith Formation – Chapel;

Coffee Fellowship – Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Communion Service – Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. Tapestry Rehearsal – Fellowship Hall
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Fellowship Hall Carpet Cleaning
2:00 p.m. Food Shelf Open
5:30 p.m. Council – Library
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
10:00 a.m. Care Givers Support Group – Lounge; LMAMA – Food Shelf
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting; Bloodmobile – Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
5:00 p.m. Confirmation – Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice – Choir Room; Salem Youth Group – Youth Room;

St. Patrick’s Youth Group – Room #9
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. High School Girl’s Self Defense Class – Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
2:00 p.m. WELCA Meeting – Fellowship Hall
3:15 p.m. Brownie Scouts – Room #2
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16
3:15 p.m. Junior Scouts – Room #8
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
5:30 p.m. Casual Communion Service – Chapel
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
8:30 a.m. Traditional Communion Service
9:35 a.m. Praise Creature Choir– Choir Room; Faith Formation – Chapel; Play & Pray - Lounge

Coffee Fellowship – Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Communion Service – Sanctuary (4 years old – 2nd Grade Sings)
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Family Cosmic Bowling – Forest City
4:30 p.m. Tapestry Rehearsal – Fellowship Hall

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 Email: joelguttormson@gmail.com
Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey: 563-581-9965 Email: melindamcmc@gmail.com
Ashley Hoffman, Communications: Email: salemlminfo@gmail.com
Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 Email: salem@wctatel.net


