
 

 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship 
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd 
authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John 
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 
with any sister or brother in need. 

  

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 22, 2018 - 8:30 a.m. 

 

***Larger print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 
PRELUDE 

BELL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

HOLY BAPTISM OF EMMETT JAMES HELGESON 
PRESENTATION 
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
  
Parents Daniel and Emily present their son Emmett 
We present Emmett James for baptism. 
  
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your son Emmett 
to baptized into Christ? 
Response: We do. 
   As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:  
   to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,      
   teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands the holy  
   scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that Emmett may learn to trust God, proclaim  
   Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and      
   peace. 

  
Do you promise to help Emmett grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 
  
Sponsors Chris and Kerby Helgeson, Megan and Scott Welter 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Emmett in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism in in communion with the Church? 
Response: I do. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Emmett, his family and sponsors and pray 
for them in their new life in Christ? 
Response: We do. 
  
 



 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of young 
children. The assembly may join in the responses. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
  

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
              

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

Water will be poured into the font as each of the three statements about God’s use and gift of water is 
shared. 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and 
all living things. 
Blessed be God now and forever. 
  
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah 
and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the 
freedom of the promised land. 
Blessed be God now and forever. 
  
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism 
of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, 
and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the 
kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God now and forever. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that Emmett who is now baptized may be given new life. Wash away the 
sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious 
kingdom. To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

BAPTISM 
Emmett, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

  
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons 
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
  

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized the minister prays  
Sustain Emmett with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 
  

Emmett, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever. 
Amen. 
  

WELCOME 
An Acolyte lights the baptismal candle and gives it to the family saying these words 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and 
praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
  

GATHERING HYMN           We Plow the Fields and Scatter                                                     ELW #681 
 
LITANY AND WORDS OF DEDICATION 
Let us give thanks to God: For the beauty of your world, the glory of starlit skies, the wonder of the 
changing seasons, the ever new miracle of stirring life in field and forest 

We give you thanks, 0 God.  



 

For the Privilege of sharing with you in the act of creating the good things of earth for your children 
and for your nearness in all the processes of agricultural life.  

We give you thanks, 0 God.  
For the Christ of the country road, who walked and served in the pleasant land of Galilee, and who 
today walks the country roads of the world in comradeship with all who till the soil,  

We give you thanks, 0 God.  
For widening horizons of rural life, the open doors in which entering we may serve the rural peoples of 
the world, and walk the byways with Christ,  

We give you thanks, 0 God.  
That it may please you speedily to grant a just and lasting peace in all the earth, that all peoples may 
again beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks, that they may all live 
together in fellowship and tranquility in the lands you have given them  

We beseech you to hear us, 0 Lord.  
To the recreation of the beloved community bound together by ties of love in every countryside, in 
which all people shall share with joy in sowing the seed and reaping the harvest of the Kingdom of 
God,  

We dedicate our hands and minds, 0 Lord  
To a renewed appreciation of the Holy Earth and its resources, material and human.  

We dedicate our hands and minds, 0 Lord. 
To comradeship with the rural folk of all the world, and to serving them devotedly with all the gifts and 
graces you have bestowed on us.  

We dedicate our lives, 0 God. 
 

Pastor and congregation  
Together let us pray, 
Accept our thanksgiving, hear our prayers and intercessions, graciously use the gifts of mind, body, 
and life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING                                                            Genesis 1:27-31 
 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.  28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
 there was morning, the sixth day. 
Word of God, Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                                                                                                         Psalm 148 
Todays psalm will be read responsively pulpit side reading the odd verses and the choir side reading the 
even verses printed in bold.  
1Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!   

2Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  
3Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!    

4Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!  
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.   

6He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,  

8fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!   
9Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!   

10Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!   
11Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!   

12Young men and women alike, old and young together!  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted;  
     his glory is above earth and heaven.  

14He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful,   
     for the people of Israel who are close to him.  Praise the LORD! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil                                                    ELW #512
  

 



 

GOSPEL                                       Mark 4:26-31 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

26He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come." 30He also said, "With what can 
we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up 
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
make nests in its shade." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             For the Fruits of All Creation                                       ELW #679 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING     
 

OFFERING SONG   We Give Thee but Thine Own                                         ELW #686 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with blessings.  As you 
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

SENDING 
 

ROGATION BLESSING 
Brothers and sisters in Christ; Today we seek God's blessing as we gather with thankfulness for his 
wondrous creation. We especially seek God's blessing at this time of planting and so we have brought 
with us signs of this season. 
 

We dedicate our equipment, our seed, our time, and our selves to the glory of God. 
 

Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You make the whole earth for your glory; all 
creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth. of things, seen and 
unseen. You stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you divided the day from night; you appointed 
times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and for building up. Be with us now and bless 
the work of those who labor in the fields. Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all things 
and continue your blessings to us through the bounty of your creation.  Amen. 
 

Let the people praise you, 0 God: 
let all the peoples praise you 
The earth has brought forth her increase; 
May God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
May God give us his blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 
 

For the seed . . . Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of heaven and earth, you give seed to the sower 
and bread for food. Nourish, protect, and bless the seed which people have sown and will sow in hope, 
so that by your good providence and bountiful giving, it may bring forth fruit in due season and be 
gathered with thanksgiving to satisfy the needs of your people. Lord in your mercy. 
  hear our prayer. 
For the equipment . . . Gracious Lord, be with us now and bless us as we set apart this equipment to 
your glory and praise. Grant us diligence in maintenance, safety and caution in use, and patience 
during breakdowns. Give us the faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, give us joy in them, 
and lead us to the building up of your kingdom. Lord in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer. 



 

For the soil . . . 0 Loving Lord, the eternal fountain and giver of life, we give thanks that we again 
behold on every side the awakening of nature in answer to your call to arise from winter's sleep; and 
as you cheer our spirits with freshening grass, budding trees, and unfolding plants, grant us thankful 
hearts to praise you for the promise of your renewed provisions for our bodies and lives and an 
abiding trust in your unchanging love now and forever. Lord in your mercy, 
  hear our prayer.  
 
For the rain and sunshine . . . Lord God, by your providence alone we receive the fruits of the earth. In 
your mercy send us such weather that our fields may bring forth abundantly to our sustenance and 
that at the time of harvest we may take of your gifts for our good and give thanks to your with 
gladness.  
Amen.  
 
May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless the pastures and meadows, all 
growing grass and green fields. May the soil be wholesome and the crops good. May the weather be 
favorable and the workers of good heart. And may God who gives breath and life to the sower, 
multiply the seed sown and increase its fruits. May God be with us and among us and around us now 
and forevermore. 
Amen  
 
SENDING HYMN   All Creatures of Our God and King                        ELW #835 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia. Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
 

Preaching:  Pastor Joel Guttormson  
Presiding:  Pastor Melinda McVey MCCluskey 
Organist:  Ruth Sheldon 
Ushers:  Lyle & Orloue Thomson 

Reader:  Emma Hoffman 
Acolytes:  Thea Hoffman and Kelsey Kirschbaum 
Altar Guild for April:  Shelley Hagenson and Pat Young 

 

 
The radio broadcast this morning is given in loving memory of our parents, from Delane & Darlene 
Behr. 
 
This morning we welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Emmett James Helgeson. 
Emmett is the son of Dan & Emily Helgeson.  His godparents are Chris & Kerby Helgeson and Scott & 
Megan Welter. 
 

Parents and kids interested in participating in the contemporary service are welcome to meet and 
visit with Jon Happel immediately following 10:30 worship in the sanctuary, April 29th.  

 

The 8:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast weekly on KIOW-FM 107.3.    
Reserve your special date to sponsor the 2018 8:30 a.m. worship service broadcast on KIOW (107.3 
FM) radio in Forest City.  The service can also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable channel 2.   

 

CALL THE OFFICE TO RESERVE YOUR 2018 DATE - 592.1771. Cost for 2018 is still $83 
  2018 - 8:30 A.M. KIOW RADIO BROADCAST DATES AVAILABLE: 

May 6, 20, June 17, July 8, 15, Aug. 5, Oct. 7, 14, 28, Nov. 4, 11, Dec. 23, 30 
 

We also have a sponsorship program for the live internet broadcast of the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service.  Sponsorship is available for $40 per Sunday.  Call the office to reserve a date in 2018 

 
Salem’s Clothes Closet will be open Mondays from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Mission Quilters will meet Monday, April 23 at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 

INTRODUCING GIVE+ TEXT 

We welcome your donations through any method you choose to give.  And for those who choose to 
give electronically, we want to offer a special word of thanks.  e-Giving is faster, more secure, 
provides much-needed donation consistency and strengthens our stewardship program. 

Electronic and traditions givers accustomed to texting can now give through Give+ Text.  Make one-
time recurring offerings by simply sending a text to our secure account at 1.641.832.5367.  It’s a 
convenient solution when you can’t attend services or don’t have cash or checks with you. 

We hope you’ll try this new way to give.  Stop by the church office or visit our website to learn more. 

We thank you and all givers for supporting our mission. 

 
 

Would you like to receive special announcements from Salem via text messaging? 
Simply text @slutheran to 81010 to join! 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Helpers Needed 
“Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity 

Monday, June 4th thru Thursday, June 7th (4 days)  
If you would like to help with VBS please contact the Parish Office  



 

 

Parents and students are invited to attend a one-hour workshop that will discuss how to develop a 
strategy to prepare for applying to and financing college. The event will be held Wednesday, April 
25th at 5:30 and 7:00pm at the Lake Mills Thrivent Financial office—205 North Mill Street. The 
workshop is free of charge and designed for students entering grades 9-11, but all ages are welcome!  

• What to expect when transitioning from high school to college. 
• Why published college/university costs may not be as important as you think. 
• Tips about the FAFSA and its importance to you. 
• What COA, OOP, EFC and need-met and gift-aid ratios are, and how they apply to you. 
• How to improve your student’s odds of graduating in four years. 
• And much more! 
 
For more information & to reserve your space:  Call— (641) 592-0064 

 
 

 
Sacred Heart Annual Omelet Breakfast – Manly IA 

Sunday, April 29th, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Cash Door Prize, Bake Sale 

Adults:  $7 - Children 5-10 $4 - Preschool Free 
 

 
Readings for next week:  Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8 

Those worshiping April 14/15:  No Services due to weather    

Church Dashboard for Contributions 4/17/2018 
Last Sunday, 4/15/18:  $0 

Year-to-date as of 4/17/18:  $75,656 - Last year as of 4/17/17:  $92,458 
Difference year-to-date:  -$16,802   (or)   -18.2% 

 

THIS WEEK AT SALEM 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
9:30 a.m.  Youth Praise Choir – Choir Room; Coffee Fellowship–Fellowship Hall 
9:35 a.m. Play & Pray - Lounge 
9:45 a.m. Faith Formation – Chapel 
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service – Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. VBS Planning Meeting – Winnebago Lutheran Church 
7:00 p.m. Youth Board Meeting – Library 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 23 
1:00 p.m. Mission Quilters – Fellowship Hall 
2:00 p.m. Food Shelf Open 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 24 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers – Lounge 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
1:45 p.m. Mills Harbour Communion 
2:30 p.m. LMCC Communion 
5:15 p.m. Good Samaritan - Lounge 
5:30 p.m. 8th Grade Confirmation Class – Fellowship Hall; New Life Nutrition – Room #4 
7:00 p.m. Choir – Choir Room 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
5:30 p.m. Casual Service – Chapel 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
9:30 a.m.  Youth Praise Choir – Choir Room; Mission Statement Forum – Narthex  
                  (Grab a cup of Coffee and a goody in the Fellowship Hall & join us in the narthex for the Forum.) 
9:45 a.m. Faith Formation – Chapel 
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service – Sanctuary 
 

Salem Contact Information: 
Pastor Joel Guttormson:  641.596.0535                                  Email:  joelguttormson@gmail.com 
Pastor Melinda McVey McCluskey:  563-581-9965              Email: melindamcmc@gmail.com 
Ashley Hoffman, Communications:                                         Email:  salemlminfo@gmail.com 
Ruth Sheldon, Organist:  641.592.0184 
Jon Happel, Worship Coordinator: 641.590.6333                Email: Jonathan.Happel@waldorf.edu 
Salem Office:  641.592.1771                                                     Email:  salem@wctatel.net 


